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NOTIFICATION. 


The  General  Board  of  Health  hereby  give  notice,  in  terms 
section  9th  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  that  on  or  before  the3L 
day  of  Mwch,  %eing  a  period  of  not  less  than  one  month  froj 
the  date  of  the  publication  and  deposit  hereof,  written  stat; 
ruents  may  be  forwarded  to  the  Board  with  respect  to  any  matte 
contained  in  or  omitted  from  the  accompanying  Report  oni 
preliminary  Inquiry  into  the  Sewerage,  Drainage,  and  Supp> 
of  Water,  and  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  tl 
Town  of  Brixham,  in  the  County  of  Devon  ;  or  with  respect 
any  amendment  to  be  proposed  therein. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 
Jj>$^£&c*.ctsty  T.  Taylor,  Secretary. 

Whitehall,  -2Qrd  Jumuu y,  1855. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  (11  &  12  Vict.  c.  63.) 


Report  to  the  General  Board  of  Health  on  a  Preliminary 
Inquiry  into  the  Setverage,  Drainage,  and  Sujiply  of 
Water,  and  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Town  and  Parish  of  Brixham,  in  the  County  of 
Devon,  By  Alfeed  L.  Dickens,  Esq.,  Civil  Engineer, 
Superintending  Inspector. 

London,  November,  1854. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  I  received  in  the 
matter  of  the  petition  for  the  application  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  to  the  parish  of  Brixhani  in  the  county  of 
Devon,  the  ordinary  notices  with  reference  to  the  prelimi- 
nary inquiry  to  be  held  by  me  as  one  of  the  superintending 
inspectors  to  your  Honourable  Board  were  given,  and  Wed- 
nesday the  18th  of  October  was  fixed  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  such  inquiry.  I  have  now  the  honour  to  report  to 
you  on  the  following  matters  relative  to  the  town  and  parish 
of  Brixham,  viz. : — the  sewerage,  drainage,  supply  of  water, 
the  state  of  the  burial  grounds,  the  number  and  sanitary 
condition  of  the  inhabitants,  the  Local  Acts  of  Parliament  for 
paving,  lighting,  cleansing,  watching,  regulating,  supply- 
ing with  water,  or  improving,  or  having  relation  to  the 
purposes  of  the  said  Act,  the  natural  drainage  areas, 
the  existing  parochial  or  other  local  boundaries.  The 
boundaries  which  may  be  most  advantageously  adopted 
for  the  purposes  of  the  said  Act — and  other  matters 
whereof  you  are  desirous  of  being  informed,  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  you  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  reporting  to 
Her  Majesty  or  making  a  provisional  order,  with  a  view  to 
the  application  of  the  said  Act  or  any  part  thereof  to  the 
said  parish. 

REPORT. 

The  inquiry  was  held  in  the  Public  Rooms  near  Bolton 
Cross,  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  the  18th  and  1 9th  October 
1854.  Present  the  following  gentlemen: — The  Rev.  J.  R. 
Hogg ;  the  Rev.  M.  Hill ;  Messrs.  T.  Lakeman,  Henry 
Chilcote,  John  Underhay,  John  Underhay,  jun.,  Richard 
Wolston,  Brooking,  sen.,  surgeon,  Brooking,  jun.,  surgeon, 
Samuel  Bowden,  surgeon,  Hockin,  solicitor,  Dartmouth, 
Saunders,  H«-;iry  Browne,  Nicholas  Browne,  K.  L.  Hoblyn, 
E.  Vittery,  Win.  Galley,  Peter  Varwell,  Wm.  Dart,  Thomas 
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BitixuAM.  Brown,  Edward  Soper,  Webber,  Samuel  Sanders,  Cluv 
topher   Bowden,   Joseph   Tucker,   John   Martin,  Josh: 
Collins,   Charles   Clements,   William   Clements,  Thorn 
Stevens,  Maddick,  W.  G.  Kendrick,  John  Child,  Robert 
Paige,  William  Blake,  Robert  Jones,  John  Mitchelnio: 
Christopher  Green,  James  Green,  Barnabas  Green,  W. 
Cayme,  Richard  Heath,  John  Evans,  John  Smith,  Nicho) 
Smith,  Robert  Smith,  W.  L.  Collier,  George  Buckingha- 
Wm.  Wright,  Wm.  Leo,  Samuel  Fox,  John  Brownin 
Thomas  Searle,  John  Bladder,  Robert  Adams,  assista; 
overseer,  &o,  &c.    My  thanks  are  especially  due  to  Mess> 
J.  R.  Hogg,  M.  Hill  Lakeman,  Chilcote,  Hockin,  Brookir: 
sen.,  Brooking,  jun.,  Underhay,  jun„  Wolston,  Brown 
Wm.  Calley,  Barnabas  Green,  Christopher  Bowden,  Samu 
Calley,  Kendrick,  and  Robert  Adams,  for  the  assistance 
received  from  those  gentlemen,  during  my  inquiry  ai 
also  on  my  perambulation  of  the  district. 

General  Description. — Brixham  is  a  sea  port,  marl-ii 
town  and  parish,  in  the  union  of  Totnes,  hundred  of  Hayt:|j 
Paignton,  and  south  division  of  Devon.    It  is  27 \  mi 
south  of  Exeter,  and  is  six  miles  from  Torquay.    It  is  ve 
pleasantly  situated  near  the  southern  extremity  of  Torbf; 
The  town  is  usually  considered  as  being  divided  into  t~i 
portions,  Upper  and   Lower   Brixham.     The  parish 
bounded  on  the  north  by  Torbay,  on  the  east  by  the  Englii 
Channel,  on  the  south  by  the  English  Channel  and  t 
river  Dart,  and  on  the  west  by  the  river  Dart  and  ii 
adjoining  parish  of  Churston  Ferrers.    A  considerable  trai 
in  fish  is  carried  on  here  ;  there  are  about  120  decked  fishii 
boats,  averaging  about  30  tons  each,  belonging  to  Brixkai 
The  markets  of  London,  Bath,  Cheltenham,  and  Exeter,  i  I 
partly  supplied  from  this  source,  to  the  extent,  in 
of  about  20  tons  weekly.     There  is  a  good  harbo 
managed  by  Commissioners  under  an  Act  of  Parliame 
There  are  upwards  of  12,000  tons  of  shipping,  consii 
ing  of  brigs  and  schooners  from  100  to  200  tons  ea 
engaged  in  the  foreign  and  coasting  trade,  owned  by  m 
dents  of  Brixham,  and  all  fitted  out  from  this  port.  11 
exports  are  confined  to  a  small  quantity  of  iron  ore  anc  j 
little  malt  and  cider.    The  imports  consist  chiefly  of  c( 
culm,  timber,  hemp,  flax,  and  the  necessary _  supplies  ' 
groceries  and  draperies,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants.  1 
whole  of  this  trade  used  to  be  performed  by  the  coast 
vessels,  but  the  Great  Western  Railway  has  of  late  y& 
absorbed  a  large  portion  of  it. 

During  the  last  war  the  trade  of  the  place  was  somewl 
increased  by  His  Majesty's  ships  coming  here  to  w&1 
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I For  their  convenience  government  works  were  constructed,  Brdcham. 
which  still  form  one  of  the  chief  sources  of  water  supply, 
not  only  for  the  general  shipping  in  the  port,  but  also  for  a 
large  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lower  Brixham. 

There  are  two  churches.  The  first,  St.  Mary's,  at  Upper 
Brixham,  is  an  ancient  structure.  The  second,  at.  Lower 
Brixham,  was  erected  in  1822,  by  subscription,  and  by  a 
grant  of  1,200?.  from  the  parliamentary  commissioners.  It 
was  made  a  district  church  by  the  Act  of  the  58th  George  III. 
It  is  a  remarkably  unsightly  edifice.  There  are  also  places 
of  worship  for  the  Independents,  Baptists,  Wesleyans,  and 
Wesleyan  Reformers. 

A  great  portion  of  Lower  Brixham  is  built  on  the  sides 
of  the  west  cliff,  the  streets  and  alleys  forming  galleries  or 
terraces  on  the  face  of  the  hill,  which  rises  very  precipitously 
to  a  considerable  height  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  From 
the  hills  to  the  south  and  west  of  the  town  magnificent 
views  of  the  surrounding  country  are  obtained.  Looking 
northward,  across  the  noble  Torbay,  the  watering  place  of 
Torquay  is  seen  nestling  in  the  hill  sides  opposite,  while 
further  towards  the  east  the  receding  coasts  of  Devonshire 
and  Somerset  may  be  traced.  l)ue  east,  Berryhead,  a  con- 
spicuous headland,  forming  the  extremity  of  the  bay,  is  a 
bold  and  prominent  object.  On  the  heights  at  this  point 
are  the  fortifications  and  barracks,  both  of  which  are  now, 
I  believe,  disused.  From  east  to  south  the  eye  wanders 
over  the  broad  expanse  of  the  English  channel,  while  looking 
inland  towards  the  west,  extensive  views  of  hill  and  dale 
are  to  be  seen,  most  picturesquely  wooded  ;  with  an  occa- 
sional glimpse  of  the  river  Dart.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine 
any  place  more  favoured  by  nature  than  the  district  com- 
prising the  parish  of  Brixham.  The  general  contour  and 
features  of  the  town  are  highly  favourable  for  drainage 
purposes  and  works  of  sanitary  improvement. 

1  have  been  favoured,  by  a  resident,  with  the  following- 
description  of  the  general,  social,  and  moral  condition  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Brixham  : — 
d"The  parish  of  Brixham  comprises  two  distinct  classes  of 
people — the  seafaring  and  the  agricultural  ;  and  these  occupy 
two  separate  districts,  locally  known  as  '  the  quay'  and  '  the  town.' 
'The  quay,'  however,  contains  the  greater  portion  of  houses  and 
inhabitants  ;  the  town  being  the  old  agricultural  village,  and  con- 
sisting chiefly  of  one  long  straggling  street,  with  a  few  detached 
villas  and  farm  houses.  'The  quay' contained  originally  only  a 
few  fishermen's  cottages,  and  a  small  jetty  ;  but  the  former  have 
grown  up  into  several  narrow,  crowded,  and  irregular  streets, 
built  up  the  sides  of  two  steep  hills  ;  and  the  jetty  has  been 
superseded  by  the  erection  of  a  serviceable  and  substantial  pier. 
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Bkixham.  The  houses  in  this  part  of  the  parish  have  been  built  at  man 

  different  times,  and  in  a  great  variety  of  shapes,  forming  a  kind  (J 

type  of  the  people  ;  for  they  show  a  noble  disregard  of  unity  co 
harmony,  each  jutting  out  from  its  own  position,  in  a  style  an 
with  an  aspect  peculiar  to  itself.    It  must  not  be  supposed,  hovm 
ever,  that  the  good  people  here  are  given  to  quarrelling  amor 
themselves  ;  but  they  certainly  cherish  a  degree  of  independent 
in  their  notions  and  habits,  which  militates  against  any  combine 
action  for  the  improvement  of  their  town.    Hence,  though  tin 
were  once  induced  to  agree  in  the  erection  of  gasworks,  they  ha'i 
never  been  able  to  join  together  in  lighting  their  streets  ;  ar 
while  they  are  almost  unanimous  in  the  opinion,  that  they  requi 
sewerage  and  a  supply  of  water,  they  have  not  combined  to  av; 
themselves  of  an  excellent  fall  of  ground  for  the  one,  and  tv  \ 
good  streams  of  water  for  the  other.    There  is,  however,  a  cau 
for  the  apparent  want  of  improvement  in  those  respects,  arisii 
from  the  division  of  interests  between  the  agriculturalists  and  til 
shipowners  ;  the  former,  feeling  that  they  bear  the  burden 
the  parochial  rates,  and  being  therefore  jealous  of  any  plans  f' 
the  benefit  of  'the  quay,'  which  are  to  be  carried  out  at  the  char 
of  the  whole  parish.    From  these  and  other  causes,  those  of  t 
inhabitants  who  desire  to  see  the  place  properly  cleaned  a:i 
supplied  with  water  have  found  that  their  only  hope  for  doii 
this  effectually  has  been  to  bring  in  the  aid  of  some  exterr 
body  possessing  authority  such  as  the  General  Board  of  Healt 

"  The  report  of  the  superintending  inspector  will  show  how  i 
Brixham  has  or  has  not  the  necessary  appliances  for  health  a- 
decency  ;  but  to  any  one  who  knows  the  circumstances  of  ti 
place  and  the  character  of  the  people,  there  can  be  no  doubt  th 
if  left  to  the  ordinary  working  of  parochial  machinery,  it  will  m 
soon  or  easily  be  improved  as  it  manifestly  requires  to  be. 

':  Still  it  is  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  hope  that  the  moral  cc 
dition  of  the  population  is  not  as  bad  as  one  might  have  expeel 
from  the  deficiencies  referred  to.    While  there  is  a  good  deal, 
roughness  and  noise,  and  apparent  disorder  at  particular  tim 
there  is  an  absence  of  some  of  the  vices  usually  found  in  crowd: 
places  and  in  sea-port  towns.    Perhaps  the  worst  feature  is  It 
number  of  public  houses  and  beer  shops,  offering  constant  temp 
tions  to  the  boys  as  well  as  men,  and  becoming  fertile  sources- 
evil  to  the  class  employed  in  fishing,  of  which  a  great  portion 
the  male  population  consists.    But  there  is  scarcely  such  a  thi: 
as  a  house  of  ill-fame  in  the  place,  and  but  few  open  prostitut' 
though  here,  as  elsewhere,  there  is  much  sin  before  marriage,  li 
seldom  followed  by  desertion  of  the  female.   It  is  feared,  howcv 
that  from  the  facility  afforded  for  civil  marriages,  there  is  a  g: 
dual  lowering  of  tone  as  regards  the  sacred  nature  of  the  un:i; 
between  man  and  wife.    But  the  more  degraded  aspect  of  i 
morality  is  not  presented  so  much  at  Brixham  Quay  as  in  mi 
other  places  ;  and  vrhile  early  marriages  among  the  seafar 
class  arc  frequent,  there  is  little  fear  of  this  leading  to  pauperi: 
if  the  husband  has  the  prudence  to  become  a  member  of  a  gt 
sick  club.    The  sailors,  whether  in  the  merchant  service,  or 
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lishery,  arc  well  able  to  maintain  a  wife  and  family  as  soon  as  Brixham. 
they  are  out  of  their  apprenticeship  ;  and  if  the  wife  makes  her 
lonie  such  as  it  should  be,  and  can  keep  her  husband  away  from 
the  public  houses,  she  need  have  no  fear  of  starvation  for  herself 
and  children.  There  is  indeed  a  larger  proportion  of  widows  and 
orphans  in  this  place  than  in  parishes  of  similar  population  inland, 
since  the  casualties  attending  the  sailor's  life  are  greater  than 
those  of  the  landsmen  ;  but  even  here  a  provision  is  made  for 
some  help  in  the  worst  time  of  need  by  '  the  Shipwrecked 
[Mariner's  and  Fishermen's  Society,'  which,  for  the  trilling  sub- 
scription of  half-a-crown  a  year,  ensures  a  few  pounds  for  the 
widow  and  each  child  if  the  husband  perish  in  the  exercise  of  his 
calling,  and  has  latterly  been  able  also  to  grant  small  annual 
gratuities  to  the  widows  of  members  in  addition  to  the  first  sum 
at  the  time  of  decease.  Of  the  aid  thus  offered,  a  gradually  in- 
creasing number  of  sailors  at  Brixham  avail  themselves,  and  it  is 
very  desirable  that  many  more  of  them  should  become  members 
of  the  society.  One  or  two  other  points  may  be  mentioned,  as 
faring  on  the  habits  and  social  condition  of  the  people.  Most  of 
the  shipping  property  is  held  by  persons  who  have  themselves 
been  to  sea,  and  whose  sons  are  many  of  them  in  command  of 
the  vessels.  On  this  class,  the  recent  legislation,  as  to  the  mer- 
cantile marine,  brings  the  influence  of  education  to  bear  more 
than  was  the  case  before  examinations  had  to  be  passed  by  candi- 
dates for  the  berth  of  master  or  mate.  Hence  the  present  and 
future  race  of  captains  will  be  raised  in  the  social  scale  ;  and 
their  influence  over  the  men  under  them  will  be  beneficial  in  pro- 
portion. An  impulse  has  been  given  from  the  same  source  to  the 
education  of  the  place  at  large,  for  both  parents  and  boys  see 
that  if  a  youth  goes  to  sea  with  a  fair  stock  of  knowledge  and 
tinder  the  guidance  of  a  good  master,  he  may  hope  to  rise  in  his 
profession,  and  obtain  his  certificate  for  becoming  both  mate  and 
master  himself  in  due  time.  To  effect  this  there  must  be  sound 
religious  principle  as  the  basis  of  all  education  ;  and  such,  it  is 
hoped,  is  the  foundation  on  which  it  is  has  been  placed,  and  will 
continue  to  rest  here  as  elsewhere. 

These  considerations,  as  far  as  actual  promotion  is  concerned, 
do  not  bear  upon  the  fishermen,  though  for  them,  equally  with 
their  fellow  sailors,  is  education  provided;  and,  it  need  scarcely 
be  added,  for  them  as  for  all,  is  religious  principle  needed,  both  in 
their  training  up  and  their  after  life.  They  are,  however,  re- 
cruited by  boys  from  other  parts  of  the  country,  and  too  often  by 
such,  as  having  plenty  of  animal  strength  and  courage,  have 
broken  through  the  restraints  of  home  or  the  farm  house,  and 
prefer  the  rough  and  daring  life  of  a  Brixham  trawler  to  the 
more  quiet  occupation  of  the  day  labourer.  The  fishery  is  of  two 
kinds— trawling  and  hooking.  The  former  is  carried  on  by 
decked  sloops  of  the  average  size  of  forty  or  forty-five  tons  :  the 
latter  by  half-decked  or  open  boats.  The  trawling  business  is 
managed  as  follows  :— The  owner  provides  the  sloop,  sails,  and  all 
fishing  gear,  and  keeps  all  in  repair.  This,  when  complete,  does 
not  cost  less  than  fJOO/.  The  owner  generally  keeps  two  appren- 
tices for  each  sloop,  for  whom  he  finds  provisions  at  sea,  and  food 
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Brixuaji.  and  lodging  at  Iris  own  home  when  they  are  on  shore.  Besides 

  the  two  apprentices,  there  are  two  men  also  on  the  sloop  who  are 

paid  not  by  regular  wages  but  by  a  share  in  the  fish.    The  pro- 
duce of  every  sloop  is  divided  into  seven  parts,  of  which  the 
owner  takes — for  the  vessel  and  the  apprentices,  four  shares  and 
three   quarters  ;    the   captain,  one  share  and  a  quarter ;  and 
the  second  man,  one  share.    The  fish  is  brought  in  every  day, 
weather  permitting,  and  sold  by  women  in  the  market  ;  one 
woman  selling  perhaps  for  six  boats.    The  accounts  are  made  up 
and  the  money  divided  every  fortnight.    From  this  arrangement 
it  is  plain,  that  if  the  owner  of  a  boat  goes  out  in  her  as  captain, 
he  makes  a  good  deal ;  and  though  it  is  hardly  and  deservedly 
earned,  yet  as  he  gets  up  in  years,  if  he  is  steady,  he  may  generally 
manage  to  increase  his  property  to  one  or  two  sloops,  and  a  house 
of  his  own  in  which  to  live.    The  plan  of  working  by  shares 
rather  than  by  wages,  seems  to  answer  well,  and  it  enables  any 
well-conducted  young  man  to  lay  by  enough  to  procure  part  of  a 
sloop,  and  gradually  the  whole  of  one  in  the  course  of  a  few  years. 
The  apprentices  also  have  a  chance  of  saving  money  ;  for  certain 
sorts  of  inferior  fish  are  their  perquisite ;  and  they  often  make 
some  shillings  a  week  from  this  source.   Being,  however,  generally 
drawn  from  the  rougher  and  less  educated  class  of  boys,  they  are 
liable  to  great  temptations,  and  too  frequently  are  induced  to 
spend  their  earnings  in  the  public  houses.    Hence,  on  Saturday 
evenings  and  on  Sunday,  when  they  are  on  shore  (for  there  is  no 
fishing  carried  on  here  on  the  sabbath)  they  are  a  source  of  great  I 
noise,  and  occasionally  of  disorder,  in  the  parish.    An  evening, 
school  and  reading  room  has  been  opened  for  them  on  Saturday 
nights,  and  a  Sunday  school,  where  both  men  and  boy  meet,  and 
are  taught  by  one  of  the  clergy  of  the  parish.    The  numbers  who 
occasionally  attend  both  these  schools  are  considerable,  though  not 
very  many  at  one  time.    Yet,  as  they  pass  through  the  schools- 
and  get  some  love  for  reading,  as  well  as  some  knowledge  of  reli- 
gious truth,  they  seem  to  come  under  an  influence  which  is  very, 
often  found  to  bear  good  fruit  in  after  life.    This  is  the  case 
especially  with  those  who  go  away  from  home  for  a  time  and  then 
return  ;  they  generally  come  to  school  as  to  another  kind  of  home, 
and  seldom  leave  again  without  requesting  to  have  a  few  books, 
and  tracts  for  the  voyage.    Indeed,  very  many  of  them  purchase- 
books,  and  supply  themselves  with  prayer  books  for  their  own  use  . 
as  well  as  drop  in  their  contributions  for  the  good  of  others,  irii 
the  shape  of  missionary  efforts.    On  the  whole,  the  men  and  boy- 
employed  in  the  fishery  (who  form  the  bulk  of  the  seafaring 
population  at  home)  are  far  from  being  an  immoral  race  of  men 
though  they  are  rough  and  noisy,  and  too  often  led  astray  by  th» 
snares  of  the  beer  shop.    For  the  last  few  years,  many  of  th 
young  men  among  them  have  entered  the  yacht  service  durin; 
the  summer  months,  and  have  gained  a  very  good  character  fo  j 
themselves  in  it.     This  has  had  an  excellent  effect  on  then: 
brushing  up  their  manners,  giving  them  some  notions  of  ordoi 
and  leading  to  an  improved  tone  in  their  general  habits,  which  i 
is  hoped  may  have  a  good  influence  on  the  whole  body." 
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The  following  is  a  list,  compiled  by  the  custom  house  Bkixham. 

officers  some  little  time  since  for  the  use  of  the  Rev.  J.  R.   

Hogg,  of  the  number  of  vessels  belonging  to  Brixham,  and 
of  the  men  and  boys  forming  their  crews  : — 

Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels,  and  Men,  employed  in  the 
Coasting,  Foreign  Trade,  and  Fisheries  belonging  to  Brixham. 


  .  - 

Vessel  s  iNames. 

Tonnage. 

Men. 

L  , 
1  raclc 

Employed  in. 

Fisheries. 

Vessel's 
Name. 

Tonnage. 

Men. 

Jtratnot  -  - 

75 

5 

L-oastmg  anu 

w  ave  - 

83 

C 

Jb  oreign. 

Breeze  -  - 

136 

7 

j» 

Storm    -  - 

154 

8 

>) 

Racer  - 

158 

s 

i  't  ir*' 

Fanners  — 

57 

5 

f  nn  s  r  i  n  cr  mid 

Happy  Return 

29 

4 

Catherine  - 

Q6 

ez 
o 

"Ron*!  irn 

Foyle  Packet  - 

128 

7 

Coasting. 

Tribune 

132 

7 

Foreign. 

N^ancy  - 

90 

6 

j» 

A  )  M  f  '       '  - 

/  o 

o 

>> 

i\lnrtlin  . 

i'lal  L  i  J  d 

OO 

o 

Lotus    -  - 

1  1  1 

7 

?» 

Samuel  &  Ann 

85 

6 

Coasting  - 

Secret 

A 
T: 

Violet  - 

72 

5 

u 

100 

6 

I1  oreign. 

Fly  - 

on 

A 

4 

Her.) 

-SO 

*■       —  — 

John  - 

22 

4 

Betsey 

^2 

A. 

Liberty 

24 

4 

Peerless 

29 

4 

Valiant 

40 

5 

\J  1  IN',!' 

e 
O 

Coasting 

Ark  - 

30 

4 

A  fl f>!  inr>-  — 

75 

5 

Poreign 

Orderly 

26 

4 

.Nautilus 

1 16 

7 

)» 

Rhcda  - 

87 

6 

j» 

.  v  ■  ]  u.  i  •/    \  — 

80 

6 

>i 

Who  \Tnf 

11  I) y  i> oi  - 

14 

7 

)» 

Elizabeth  - 

24 

4 

Caroline  » 

110 

7 

Clementina  - 

121 

7 

1» 
)1 

A  J    1    *  1 

Adelaide 

74 

6 

)> 

100 

6 

Coasting. 

Lebanon 

104 

6 

Poreign  and 

Wanderer 

coasting. 

123 

8 

Foreign 

Herald 

45 

4 

Transit  - 

167 

9 

Gem 

31 

4 

Aurora  - 

68 

5 

Coasting 

James 

27 

4 

Fame  - 

85 

6 

Coasting  and 

Auspicious 

27 

4 

foreign. 

Endeavour 

68 

5 

Coasting 

Zealous 

28 

4 

Pacific  - 

135 

7 

Poreign 

Zebra 

25 

4 

Sharon  - 

132 

7 

it* 

Stag  - 

31 

4 

Susan  &  Ann  - 

97 

6 

»» 

Prothesa 

78 

5 

Coasting  - 

Alpha 

30 

4 
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Fisheries. 

aJ 
a 

a 

Trade 

CU 

Vessel's  Name. 

• 

c  • 

Mnpio\  eu  in. 

Vessel's 

to 

■ 

a 

Name. 

o 

H 

<—* 

Lark 

53 

5 

Foreign 

Dove 

24 

4 

Star 

56 

5 

« 

Storm 

24 

4 

Alarm  - 

79 

6 

ii 

Tarter 

31 

4 

May  Flower  - 

98 

6 

j> 

Friends 

21 

4 

Pallas  - 

106 

7 

Coasting  - 

Charles 

24 

4 

Minerva 

94 

6 

Foreign 

Lark 

29 

4 

Elizabeth 

130 

7 

11 

Phoenix 

22 

4 

Dove 

88 

6 

Coasting  - 

Gould 

31 

4 

Emerald 

77 

6 

Foreign 

Friendship  - 

33 

4 

Lavinia  - 

98 

6 

?> 

Flower  of 
Ovigay 

24 

4 

Hiram  - 

121 

7 

ji 

Blessing 
Samuel 

29 

4 

Recovery 

106 

7 

)) 

27 

4 

Ark  - 

124 

7 

»» 

Sarah 

26 

4- 

Hope  - 

120 

7 

it 

Rosamond  - 

24 

4 

Victoria 

88 

6 

19 

Elizabeth  - 

29 

41 

Bertha  - 

90 

6 

11 

Hope 

23 

4 

Pendenis 

69 

5 

Coasting  - 

Dolphin 

23 

4 

Lewis  - 

98 

6 

ii 

Peace 

27 

4. 

King  of  Tyre  - 

81 

6 

Foreign 

Providence 

23 

4 

Argo  - 

103 

6 

Coasting  - 

James 

31 

4 

Exile  - 

122 

7 

Foreign 

Lark 

24 

44 

Rival  - 

129 

7 

a 

Providence 

23 

44 

Release 

86 

6 

ii 

Ann  - 

23 

4^ 

Daniel  - 

60 

5 

Four  Brothers 

24 

44 

Rhoda  - 

87 

6 

Arbitrator  - 

26 

4 

Harriett 

111 

7 

11 

Rose 

25 

4 

Vigilant 

98 

6 

11 

Industry 

24 

44 

Resolution 

102 

7 

Coasting  - 

Paragon 

31 

4, 

Maria  - 

156 

8 

Foreign 

Betsey 

22 

44 

Gibralter 

34 

3 

Coasting  - 

Matilda 

22 

4-1 

Camilla 

122 

7 

Foreign 

Amelia 

27 

4i 

Mary 

96 

6 

j» 

Esther 

24 

•1 

Diana  - 

88 

6 

Coasting  - 

Rose 

18 

44 

Britannia 

84 

6 

Foreign 

Complete  - 

23 

4' 

Triton  - 

128 

7 

n 

Phoenix 

24 

H 

Mary  Ann 

9S 

6 

Coasting  - 

Sophia 

26 

-.■ 

Swift  - 

148 

7 

Foreign 

Flora 

27 

i . 

Daphne 

90 

6 

Coasting  - 

Friend's  En- 

25 

t  i 

deavour 

Industry 

65 

5 

ii 

Ann  - 

24 

Two  Brothers 

27 

4 

ii 

Susan  Ann 

54 

Two  Sisters  - 

66 

5 

a 

British  Queen 

25 

■ 

Mariner - 

112 

7 

Foreign 

Fawn 

31 

■ 

Mermaid 

31 

4 

Coasting  - 

Reindeer  - 

33 

Cato  - 

98 

6 

ii 

Saucy  Jack 

29 

Ileber  - 

128 

7 

Foreign  and 
coasting. 

Good  Intent 

26 

Brothers 

113 

7 

ii 

Renown 

til 

Freedom 

113 

7 

a 

Diligent  - 

27 

Providence 

kg 

00 

a 

Unity 

2:1 

Brisk    -     _  - 

91 

6 

ii 

Lively 

27 

Jane  dimming 

103 

7 

ii 

St.irt- 

25 

Ann  &  Maria 

103 

6 

u 

Doris 

si 

Brothers 

59 

5 

ii 

Ann  - 

28 
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Fisheries. 

BJ 

Trade 

cj 

Vessel's  Name. 

irag 

. 

c 

Einploved  in. 

Vessel's 

bo 

03 

13 
C 

a 

s 

u 

Name. 

o 

Ebenezer 

101 

6 



Foreign  and 

Lively  Cruiser 

24 

4 

Coasting. 

John  and 

Samuel  - 

68 

5 

>> 

24 

4 

Sarah. 

Salome  - 

111 

6 

Hiram 

18 

4 

Helen  - 

73 

6 

Alert 

17 

4 

Eagle  Wing  - 

123 

7 

Diligence  - 
Spy  - 

27 

4 

Courser  - 

114 

8 

26 

4 

Friends  - 

73 

6 

s> 

Gleaner 

29 

4 

Two  Brothers 

55 

5 

»J 

Susanna 

19 

4 

Venus  - 

78 

6 

It 

Fortitude  - 

24 

4 

Rebecca 

75 

6 

11 

Samuel  and 

29 

4  . 

Ann 

.William 

46 

5 

It 

Brave 

26 

4 

Clarence 

67 

5 

n 

John  - 

23 

4 

Concord 

77 

6 

?» 

Rosabel 

26 

4 

Agenorin 

94 

6 

jj 

Kent 

25 

4 

Trial  - 

106 

6 

»> 

Rose  of  Sha- 
ron 

27 

4 

Sarah  - 

95 

6 

)» 

Happy  Return 

23 

4 

Aurendale 

132 

7 

»» 

Emma 

31 

4 

Gleam  - 

129 

7 

Foreign 

Wesley 

26 

4 

Equity  - 

120 

7 

Dove 

27 

4 

Venus  - 

70 

6 

» 

Rose  - 

27 

4 

Jane  Smith  - 

164 

9 

Thomas 

27 

4 

Providential  - 

160 

9 

)> 

Jane  - 

27 

4 

Alexander 

150 

8 

j> 

Saucy  Lass 

SO 

4 

Galetta  - 

160 

9 

>> 

William  and 

30 

4 

Ann 

Lady  New- 

104 

6 

>> 

Queen  Vic- 

24 

4 

bo  urgh. 

toria 

Sylph  - 

134 

7 

)> 

Phcehe 

28 

4 

Liffey  - 

120 

7 

?» 

Dove 

24 

4 

Enterprise 

108 

6 

Marquis  Wel- 
lington 

26 

4 

Triumph 

120 

7 

» 

Brothers  - 

24 

4 

Bideford 

140 

8 

» 

Clarence 

24 

4 

Barbara 

90 

6 

Griper 

26 

4 

Vivid  - 

156 

8 

Zephyr 

30 

4 

Laura  -  - 

120 

7 

jj 

Imogean  - 

20 

4 

Abcona 

124 

7 

»> 

Gazelle 
Kate  - 

31 
30 

4 
4 

Total    -  - 

12,214 

610 

2,788 

447 

122  Schooners,  Brigs,  Brigantines,  and  Smacks,  employed  in  the  Coasting  and 
oxeign  Trade.    Total  Tonnage,  12,214  Tons,  and  employing  610  Men. 
107  decked  Vessels  of  2,788  Tons,  employing  447  Men,  and  50  open  Boats, 
nploying  100  Men. 


Tonnage.  Men. 

12,214  610 

2,788  447 

  100 

Total    -    -     15,002   ■ 

Total  -    -  1,157 
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Geology. —  General  Description  of 


Biuxiiam.  Geology,  &c. — Brixham  is  partly  built  on  the  Mountain; 
-  Limestone.  The  rocks  of  the  district  are  of  the  Devonian 
or  old  Red  Sandstone  formation.  They  are  generally  cal- 
careous and  fossiliferous.  Argillaceous  beds  and  ironstone* 
are  found  near.  There  are  ironstone  mines,  worked  by  Mr 
Wolston,  on  Furzeham  Common,  north  west  of  the  town. 

No  record  of  the  climate  of  Brixham  appears  to  have  beer.'i 
kept  by  any  of  the  inhabitants,  but  the  following  is  arn 
extract  from  the  report  of  the  Registrar  General  of  thU 
climate  of  Torquay,  on  the  opposite  side  of  Torbay.  B 
must  be  remembered  that  Torquay  is  sheltered  from  th<* 
northern  winds,  while  Brixham  is  exposed  to  their  fuh 
force  : — 

Climate  of  Torquay. 


Extracted  from  the  Registrar  General's  Report. 


Mean  Tempera- 
ture. 

Highest  Ex- 
treme. 

Lowest  Ex- 
treme. 

Mean  Daily 
Range. 

Quarterly 
Range. 

Days  of  Rain. 

<~ 

o  * 

si 

J3  ci 
|fl 

Vapour  in  Cu- 
bic Foot  of 
Air. 

Vapour  re- 
quired to 
saturate 
do. 

Mean  Humi- 
dity. 

48-3 

63-0 

24-0 

7-C 

39 

48 

n:2 

gr. 

3-,2 

•gr.  i 
07 

•83 

General  Description  of  the  present  State  of  th 
Sewerage,  Drainage,  and  Supply  of  Water. — There  i 
no  systematic  arrangement  of  drains  in  Brixham.  Thi 
remark  applies  equally  to  surface  and  house  drainage.  Sucl  I 
covered  drains  as  have  been  constructed  are  exceedingly  imi 
perfect  in  form  and  execution,  and  perhaps  only  tend  t 
aggravate  the  evils  at  present  complained  of,  by  keeping  a 
quantit}*-  of  refuse  out  of  sight,  but  not  out  of  smell.    U  1 
these  impunities  remain  on  the  surface,  there  is  a  sligh  i 
chance  of  their  being  swept  away,  to  add  to  the  hoard  of  th  :t 
dust  contractor  or  scavenger  ;  but  lying,  as  they  do,  in  som  I 
drains  in  the  streets  and  alleys  (which  drains  are  of  th  jt 
V  shape,  with  untrapped  gullies),  their  exhalations  are  give  £ 
out,  as  I  can  testify  from  personal  observation,  to  render  tb 
surrounding  atmosphere  most  unpleasant  and  offensive.  Th  1* 
natural  drainage  of  the  town  district  is  into  two  stream:  I 
which  are  known  to  the  inhabitants  by  the  names  of  th 
"north"  and  the  (f south"  streams.    The  "north"  streai 
rises  in  Sir  John  Yarde  Buller's  park,  near  his  residence  ■ 
Lupton  House.    One  small  mill,  situated  not  far  from  tit 
source  of  the  stream,  derives  its  motive  power  from  th 
storino-  of  its  waters.   It  then  flows  nearly  parallel  with  tl: 
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turnpike  road  from  Torquay  to  Brixham,  into  the  town  of  Bjuxham. 
Lower  Brixham,  and  should  empty  itself  into  the  pond  known 
is  the  "Government  Reservoir."  This  water  was  considered 
y  the  government  authorities,  years  ago,  sufficiently  pure 
nd  wholesome  to  warrant  the  construction  of  regular  water 
vorks  here  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  King's  ships, 
the  fine  anchorage  of  Torbay  rendering  such,  an  accommodat- 
ion additionally  desirable.  The  "south"  stream  rises,  as 
ts  name  implies,  to  the  southward  of  the  stream  already 
nentioned,  and  its  source  is  near  the  Higher  Lupton  Farm, 
ibout  a  mile  from  the  north  stream  head.  It  flows  nearly 
xirallel  with  t  he  main  street  of  Upper  Brixham,  behind  Bolton 
Street  in  the  lower  town,  and  noiv  empties  itself  into  the 
government  reservoir.  It  formerly  emptied  itself  by  means 
if  a  drain  or  "leet"  below  the  reservoir  into  the  main  drain 
ocally  called  the  "lake,"  but  at  the  time  of  my  inspection,  as  I 
lave  already  stated,  it  was  running  directly  into  the  reservoir. 

There  is  one  mill  on  this  stream,  and  below  the  mill,  and 
>etween  it  and  the  reservoir,  as  will  presently  appear,  the 
tream  itself  becomes  a  common  sewer. 

The  water  from  the  government  reservoir  is  conveyed  in 
ron  pipes,  which  are  laid  along  the  bed  of  the  "  lake,"  clown 
o  the  quay,  where  there  are  convenient  taps  for  the  pur- 
>oses  of  the  shipping. 
1  Mr.  Thomas  Lakeman,  a  large  brewer,  and  one  of  the 
irincipal  inhabitants  of  Lower  Brixham,  informs  me  that,  in 

•  84:9,  during  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  Brixham,  accompa- 

I  ied  by  the  churchwardens,  he  went  to  examine  the  state  of 
•_  he  south  stream  at  its  entrance  into  the  reservoir.  The 

•  luice  was  down,  but  immediately  above  it  there  was  ob- 
erved  a  quantity  of  vegetable  refuse,  night  soil,  ashes,  and 

i  hree  dead  kittens*  The  overflow  from  the  reservoir 
i  arms  the  open  ditch,  or  "  lake,"  which  empties  itself 
:  ato  the  harbour.  The  "  lake  "  is  used  for  every  offensive 
J  rainage  purpose  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  worst  part  of 

he  town  of  Lower  Brixham,  and  its  contents  dribbling  into 
rei  he  harbour,  as  they  usually  do,  enhance  the  very  disagree- 

ble  smells  of  fish  offal  already  emanating  from  that  spot. 

'lie  offal  is  negligently  thrown  beneath  the  quays  by  the 
,  eople  employed  in  cleansing  the  fish,  and  owing  to  the 
.;  osition  of  an  old  pier,  as  I  apprehend,  there  is  not  a  suf- 
4  ciently  strong  set  of  the  tide  to  wash  it  away, 
jl)  ~~  

...    *  Mr.  Lakeman  further  says,  that  Lord  Viscount  Sandwich  once  visited 
rixham,  and  surveyed  this  reservoir  :  floating  on  its  surface,  lie  found  a 

II  uantity  of  night-soil,  and  other  offensive  refuse,  which  occasioned  him  to 
jj  bserve  that  it  was  fortunate  the  sailors  did  not  know  what  they  drank. 
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Biuxuam.  A  memorial  from  some  of  the  inhabitants  has  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Harbour  Commissioners  for  the  removal  of  the 
old  pier  above  referred  to  * 

The  surface  paving  in  the  streets,  yards,  alleys,  and! 
courts  is  of  the  worst  possible  description.    The  surfaces 
are  generally  badly  paved  with  cobbles,  the  irregularities- 
of  which  serve  as  holes  to  collect  the  solid  refuse.  Certain 
portions  of  the  lower  town  are  exceedingly  filthy  ;  tht, 
worst  part  is  that  lying  between  the  harbour  and  the  tojj 
of  the  cliff  at  Furzeham  Common.    The  houses  are  hen 
built  tier  on  tier ;  the  streets,  or  rather  alleys,  forming 
galleries  cut  in  steps  in  the  face  of  the  limestone  rock,  whicB 
constitutes  the  cliff  and  natural  bank  of  the  stream.  Smal 
and  wretched  tenements  are  crowded  on  each  other,  so  tha 
the  floors  of  the  upper  series  are  on  a  level  with  the  china 
neys  of  those  immediately  below  ;  and  this  is  repeated  ove 
and  over  again  to  the  top  of  the  cliff.    The  ordinary  coii'j 
munication  between  these  galleries  is  by  steep  stone  step; 
Some  of  the  houses,  being  built  with  their  backs  to  the  wa 
of  rock,  have  no  through  ventilation.    Even  such  as  arr 
lucky  enough  to  possess  back  yards  are,  in  many  instance 
poisoned  by  the  nuisances  created  by  the  houses  in  the  tic 
above.    A  large  majority  of  these  places  are  destitute  < 
privy  accommodation.    Outside  the  houses,  in  the  publ'l 
thoroughfare,  it  is  by  no  means  an  uncommon  cii'cumstanoj 
to  see  open  pails  and  other  utensils,  placed  on  the  footpat;§! 
for  the  purpose  of  emptying  into  them,  the  house  soil  a  f 
cumulated  during  the  day  ;  nor  are  these  receptacles  emptif 
until  they  become  so  full  that  they  must  be  removed  < 
overflow.    Towards  the  higher  part  of  the  cliff,  where  t£  fell 
lake  "  is  not  conveniently  approachable,  their  contents  a 
actually  emptied  into  large  square  holes  dug  in  the  groun 
and  are  there  left  totally  uncleodorized  and  uncovered,  to  f r 
.  the  air  with  stenches  calculated  materially  to  assist,  if  n 
actually  cause  epidemic  disease.    It  was  in  these  plan 
that  cholera  thinned  the  population  in  1831-2  and  in  184! 
and  in  these  places  the  medical  gentlemen  of  the  place  a 
continually  treating  fever  and  its  attendant  disorders.  In 
few  instances  there  are  drains  of  the  V  shape  ;  the  flag  formi 
the  top  of  the  drain  being  part  of  the  paving  of  the  stre 
The  covering  flags  are  not  cemented,  nor  do  they  fit  vee 
closely.    The  sickening  emanations  through  the  cracks  a 
at  the  gully  holes  are  complained  of  by  all.    In  Higher-store' 
where  this  is  particularly  the  case,  the  street  is  only  ten  f  fi 


*  See  Appendix  E. 
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wide  ;  it  may  be  conceived  therefore  that  the  statement  of  bhhSiam. 

some  of  the  inhabitants,  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to   

jear  the  place  without  shutting  their  doors  and  windows,  is 
not  exaggerated. 

On  the  surface  of  the  streets  are  to  be  seen — here,  the 
leads,  tails,  and  entrails  of  fish  in  various  stages  of  decompo- 
sition— there,  a  heap  of  potato  parings  or  cabbage  leaves, 
mlf  rotten,  waiting  until  a  heavy  shower  shall  carry 
iiem  down  to  a  lower  level,  or  until  some  child  shall  throw 
;hem  through  the  gratings  of  the  gully  holes  into  the  V 
sewer  below.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that,  except  in  times 
)f  heavy  rains,  these  imperfect  sewers  are  completely  dry. 
"n  no  instance  are  there  drains  from  sinks  into  them.  The 
slops  from  the  houses  are  thrown  on  to  the  surface,  and  the 

■  >ide  drains  and  channels  are  so  badly  constructed,  that  the 

■  iquid  rarely  find  its  way  to  the  gully  gratings. 

~    In  times  of  heavy  rains  the  impurities  from  the  upper 
aters  of  houses  are  washed  down  on  the  tier,  below  them. 
"  There  is  generally  a  narrow  open  surface  dram  constructed 
:  it  the  side  of  the  steps  forming  the  communication  between 
he  tiei's  of  houses,  but  it  is  wholly  inadequate  to  protect 
be  houses  below  from  the  effect  of  the  rain  floods. 

r    Even  with  the  substantial  benefits  derivable  from  a  properly 
arranged  system  of  drainage  and  water  supply,  most  of  these 
t]  louses,  dark,  low,  and  dismal  as  they  are,  would  be  but 
lorry  residences.    The  complaints  of  their  inmates  are  loud 
md  frequent,  showing  that  although  such  demoralizing 
nfluences  are  at  work,  as  the  almost  total  want,  amongst  a 
;arge  number  of -inhabitants,  of  the  ordinary  accommoda- 
rions  alike  necessary  for  decency  and  health,  there  is  still  a 
'  eeling  of  shame  and  -disgust  surviving  the  practices  they. 
•  ire  publicly  compelled  to  follow. 

.    It  is  not  only  the  physical  evils  produced  by  this  existing 
tfcate  of  things  that  are  to  be  deplored,  but  the  perpetuation 
;  )f  such  a  system  is  calculated  to  blunt  and  debase  the  moral 
feelings  of  those  who  are  subject  to  their  influences.  Chil- 
.  lren  brought  up  in  the  midst  of  such  an  utter  disregard  of 
common  decencies  of  life  are  prone  to  become  demo- 
ralized from  their  familiarity  with  such  scenes,  and  the 
-esult  is  too  well  known  to  those  who  observe  and  study 
.  be  effects  produced  by  such  causes. 

The  genei-al  supply  of  water,  for  all  purposes,  for  the  part 
;.  )f  Brixham  I  have  described,  is  derived  from  the  storing  of 
^  be  rain  water,  collected  in  large  square  tanks  constructed 
)f  slabs  of  stone  or  slate  jointed  in  cement.    There  are  no 
[25.1  b 
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  pumps  on  the  upper  portion  of  the  cliff.    At  the  lowei 

levels  the  supply  is  obtained  from  four  separate  sources — 
viz.:  lstly,  from  public  wells  or  pumps ;  2ndly,  from  thin 
government  reservoir ;  3rdly,  from  private  wells  or  pumps  i 
and  -ithly,  from  some  private  waterworks  constructed  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Lakeman.  The  sources  of  these  different  sup  i 
plies  are  more  particularly  described  in  the  evidence  herein  i 
after  given. 

Evidence  on  Sewerage,  &c. —  Mr.  Robert  Adami 
assistant  surveyor  of  highways,  states, — 

"  There  are  no  main  sewers  in  existence  in  Brixbam,  except 
from  the  lower  part  of  Fore-street  to  the  beach,  a  distance  &■ 
about  fifty  yards.    This  sewer  is  an  18-inch  barrel  culvert.  II 
takes  the  surface  water  and  also  a  few  house  drains  ;  that  i; 
slops  and  such  like  house  refuse.    There  is  also  a  drain  in  Higher 
street  which  falls  into  the  harbour.    It  is  a  V  drain  of  thin  slab 
of  slate  or  stone.    It,  like  the  last-mentioned  drain,  takes  th 
surface  water,  and  such  slops  from  some  houses  as  the  inhabitant 
throw  into  the  open  channels  communicating  with  the  draim 
by  gratings.    The  gratings  are  untrappcd,  and  the  smell  emanal 
ing  from  them  is  sometimes  horrible.    Witness  has  been  in  ofiic 
two  years  and  a  half,  and  during  that  time  has  constructed  no  ne^ 
sewers.    The  surveyors  indeed  decline  the  responsibility  of  exc 
cuting  such  Avorks.    The  surveyors  pays  a  man  six  shillings 
week  for  collecting  refuse  from  the  houses,  besides  which  he  sel  . 
it  for  his  own  benefit.    He  gets  about  Is.  6d.  to  2s.  per  Ion  J 
for  it." 

Mr.  Y/ebber  states, — 

"  There  are  some  other  surface  drains  besides  those  mentionc 
by  Mr.  Adams,  and  he  believes  there  are  no  communicatioi 
between  them  with  privies  or  ash-pits;  but  he  knows  they  a: 
sometimes  made  use  of  for  equivalent  purposes,  by  people  throv 
ing  their  refuse  into  them.    At  the  backs  of  the  houses  in  Boltoi; 
street  there  is  a  ditch  called  the  south  stream,  which  now  ernpti 
itself  into  the  reservoir  belonging  to  the  Government.  Th 
ditch  is  used  for  sewage  purposes.    Thinks  that  a  quantity 
water,  abstracted  by  Mr.  Wolston  for  the  purposes  of  washii 
his  iron  ore  on  the  banks  of  the  stream,  prevents  in  a  considcrab 
degi'ee  the  proper  cleansing  of  this  ditch." 

My  attention  was  particularly  called  to  this  matter.  Inat 
much  as  Mr.  Wolston  only  gets  the  water  when  the  nn 
above  is  at  work,  and  when  the  stream  is  running  tolerab 
full,  and  as  he  restores  the  whole  quantity  of  wat 
again,  although  at  a  lower  level,  I  do  not  think  the  scourir 
of  the  stream  is  much  interfered  with.    There  is  no  doui 
that  a  certain  amount  of  water  is  abstracted  between  til 
points  formed  by  Mr.  Wolston's  dam  and  the  spot,  where  31 
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releases  the  water  again ;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  with  Bhixiiam. 
^twenty  times  the  quantity  of  water  "borrowed"  by  this  "*~" - 
k  gentleman  for  the  purposes  of  his  business,  added  to  the 
I  ordinary  flow  of  the  stream,  the  ditch  in  its  present  irre- 
;  gular  and  filthy  state  would  not  be  cleansed  of  its  impu- 
|  rities.    When  I  saw  it,  which  I  did  several  times  during 
.  my  visits  to  Brixham,  it  was  choked  at  intervals  with 
animal  and  vegetable  matters  in  various  stages  of  decompo- 
sition.   Old  rags,  broken  crockeryware,  boughs  of  trees, 
and  a  variety  of  other  substances  formed  dams  here  and 
there  that  would  require  a  very  much  larger  quantity  of 
?  water  to  remove  them  than  the  stream  would  appear  to 
"  contain  at  any  ordinary  times.    When  the  mill  is  not  at 
.  work  there  is  little  or  no  water  flowing,  consequently  a 
J  nass  of  impurities  are  left  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  sun 

md  allowed  to  rot  as  they  lie. 
:b    Mr.  Webber  further  states, — 

?:  "  There  is  only  one  sewer  or  public  drain  in  Upper  Brixham. 
-!|  '.t  runs  from  somewhere  near  the  old  workhouse  down  to  a  place 
f  :alled  '  the  horse  pool.'  This  is  a  square  covered  drain,  and  takes 
■  he  contents  of  the  privies  from  the  old  workhouse  and  the  surface 
lrainage  below  it." 

If    Mr.  Thomas  Lakeman  states, — 

]  "  Between  the  new  road  and  Cumber's-road,  and  from  Cumber's- 
ji  ane,  there  is  a  square  house  drain  falling  into  the  open  ditch, 
vhich  runs  from  the  government  reservoir  to  the  harbour,  and 
lelps  to  pollute  the  water  therein.  There  is  no  other  covered 
Irain,  surface,  or  otherwise,  either  north  or  south  of  the  new  road. 
The  drains  of  a  number  of  houses  empty  themselves  into  the  north 

0  tream,  which  stream  is  the  supposed  source  of  supply  of  '  pure  ' 
vater  to  the  government  reservoir.    In  the  '  back  lane'  there  is 

,  i  drain,  the  outlet  of  which  is  smaller  than  the  drain  itself.  The 
',.  >arties  using  this  drain  have  contracted  the  inlet  to  the  size  of 
|  he  outlet,  leaving  the  intermediate  portion  as  it  was.    Some  time 
igo  complaints  were  made  by  the  inhabitants  about  the  state  of 
the  lake  ;'  it  was  in  a  very  filthy  condition,  and  required 
:leansing.     Part  of  the  stream  runs  through  private  property, 
md  part  alongside  the  highway.    Application  was  made  without 
:ftect  to  the  surveyors  of  the  highways,  then  to  other  authorities, 
)ut  with  no  better  result  than  a  recommendation  that  the  sur- 
« reyors  should  take  powers  from  the  vestry  to  expend  the  funds 

1  lecessary  for  its  cleansing,  or  that  the  inhabitants  should  obtain 
p  local  improvement  Act.  Ultimately,  the  guardians  cleansed 
.  he  stream,  and  continue  to  do  so  at  intervals  to  the  present  time, 
.  Older  the  powers  of  the  Nuisance  Removal  and  Diseases  Preven- 
.  ion  Act." 

•;   Mr.  Caymbe  complains  that  the  surveyors  of  highways 
I  lave  frequently  objected  to  cleanse  some  stagnant  drains. 
[25.]  B  2 
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SitixuAM.  This  is  explained  by  Mr.  Adams  as  having  arisen  fron, 
misapprehension  on  the  part  of  the  then  surveyors.  Th 
present  surveyors  do  cleanse  the  drains. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Hill  states, — 

"Above  Cumber's-road  is  Manor -terrace  consisting  of  eleve 
recently  erected  houses.    Each  of  these  houses  has  a  drain  fc 
general  purposes  (not  for  privy  drainage).    All  these  drains  Lav 
a  common  main  drain  to  fall  into,  but  the  main  drain  has  no  ouu 
fall.     The  refuse  is  therefore  allowed  to  soak  through  the  surf'ac 
in  any  way  it  can.    Rarely  comes  into  the  town  about  eight  c 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  by  way  of  a  street  near  the  Bapt  i 
chapel,  without  meeting  girls  carrying  various  utensils  filled  wit 
refuse  that  ought  to  be  conveyed  along  the  sewers.    He  believ< 
there  are  many  houses  in  the  town  entirely  destitute  of  priv 
accommodation.    When   he  was  looking   for  a  house  for  h 
own  use,  about  twelve  months   since,  he  saw  many  sue 
instances  and  was  informed  of  many  more.    Very  often  when 
there  is  a  privy,  there  are  only  shallow  pans  or  boxes,  which  r< 
quire  constant  emptying.    This  duty  devolves  on  the  servant  gii 
where  there  is  one.    Witness  mentions  a  place  at  Chapel-hill,  i 
an  alley  leading  to  some  steps,  where  there  is  an  amount  of  ordu 
to  be  found  every  morning,  which  sufficiently  shows  it  to  Jl 
commonly  used  as  a  public  privy." 

Mr.  Wolston  corroborates  Mr.  Hill's  statement,  and  mei 
tions  the  fact  of  meeting  girls  with  various  utensils,  i 
stated,  as  a  common  occurrence. 

Mr.  Galley  thinks  he  has  frequently,  on  one  momin  ; 
met  as  many  as  forty  persons  thus  engaged. 

Mr.  Brooking,  medical  officer,  states, — 
"  There  are  very  few  houses  provided  with  proper  privy  an 
commodation  in  any  part  of  the  town.    Even  some,  of  the  mo 
respectable  houses  "are  without  this  necessary  provision ;  and 
mentions  parts  of  the  New-road,  Bolton-street,  and  Fore  stre 
as  instances." 

Mr.  Laheman  states, — 

"  The  refuse  from  the  fish  market,  and  a  little  distance  round 
is  let  by  public  auction  ;  it  now  fetches  91.  per  annum.  Witna 
would  be  a  competitor  for  the  sewage  manure,  in  the  event  of 
being  collected  and  disposed  of  in  a  proper  form." 

The  Rev.     R.  Hogg  states, — 

"  He  believes  that  if  the  sewage  manure  were  properly  mar 
factured,  it  would  be  much  used  by  the  farmers  in  the  distrii 
who  would  be  glad  to  pay  a  reasonable  price  for  it." 

Mr.  Soper,  farmer,  states, — 

"  He  would  be  glad  to  have  the  sewage  manure,  knowing 
value,  if  it  could  be  got  at  a  reasonable  price." 
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It  was  stilted  by  Mr.  Lakeman  in  conclusion  of  this  part  Brixham. 
of  the  evidence, — "  That  the  general  state  of  the  sewerage  ' 
of  the  whole  of  Brixham,   both  for  surface  and  house 
drainage,  is  in  a  highly  imperfect  state,  and  capable  of  great 
improvement."    This  statement  was  warmly  corroborated 
by  the  following  gentlemen-- viz. :  The  Rev.  J.  R.  Hogg, 

d  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hill,  Messrs.  Saunders,  Calley,  Wolston, 
Browse,  Underhay,  jun.,  Webber,  Brooking,  Charles  Cle- 
ments, Stevens,  Cayme,  John  Martin,  Richard  Heath,  Ni- 

«  cholas  Browne,  and  Kendrick. 

As  regards  the  Supply  of  Water,  the  following  is  a 
.  portion  of  the  evidence  obtained. 

Mr.  Thomas  Lakeman  states, — 

"  The  general  water  supply  for  the  public  use  in  Lower  Brix- 
i  ham  is — Firstly,  from  a  public  pump  near  the  London  Inn  ; 
^  secondly,  from  the  government  reservoir  ;  thirdly,  from  public 
•  weHs  or  pumps;  and,  fourthly,  from  private  sources,  such  as  the 
;  well  and  pump  usually  attached  to  the  best  class  of  houses,  and 
.',  from  some  collected  private  springs  of  the  witness.  He  used  to 
]  obtain  his  supply,  as  a  brewer,  from  the  government  reservoir ; 

but  for  some  time,  not  having  been  satisfied  with  the  quality  of 

that  supply,  has  now  constructed  some  waterworks  for  his  own 
fl  purposes.  From  these  works  he  supplies  about  thirty  families, 
a  The  supply  is  derived  from  collected  springs,  and  is  distributed  by 

gravitation.  Has  also  bored  for  water  through  the  slate  rock  ; 
,  and  at  a  distance  of  sixty  feet  the  water  now  rises  within  a  foot 
J  of  the  surface.    He  charges  for  the  water  he  supplies  to  private 

consumers  (an  unlimited  quantity)  sixteen  shillings  per  annum. 

Believes  that  if  he  had  continued  to  use  the  government  reservoir 

water  he  would  have  lost  his  brewery  customers. 

"  There  is  a  well  called  Greenswood  in  Lower  Brixham,  and 
;i  there  are  also  four  conduits  from  the   government  reservoir. 
->  There  are  several  private  pumps  supplying  the  houses  to  which 
they  are  attached.    In  many  instances  a  number  of  houses  or 
cottages  have  only  one  pump  amongst  them.    The  general  con- 
struction of  the  soft  water  tanks  is  of  stone  or  slate  slab  built  in 
i  cement,  and  they  are  usually  covered.    Some  of  the  wells  are 
7  occasionally  contaminated  by  drains.    This  is  the  case  with  the 
public  pump  opposite  the  London  Inn.* 

"  Upper  Brixham  is  supplied  from  several  sources.  One  is 
called  the  Town  Shoot,  or  St.  Mary's  Well ;  another,  Lay-well. 
Besides  these  there  are  several  small  streams  which  are  used 
where  they  are  accessible,  and  also  a  few  private  pumps.  He 
has  never  known  the  Town  Shoot  or  Lay-well  fail,  although  at 
the  present  time  both  arc  unusually  low.    The  Lay-well  water  is 


•  *  This  is  corroborated  by  Messrs.  Henry  Browne,  Charles  Brooking,  Wolston, 
:  wd  Kendrick. 
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BmxiiAM.  considered  very  good,  but  it  would  in  the  opinion  of  witness  be 

  impossible  to  obtain  it  for  the  complete  use  of  the  public  without 

a  special  Act  of  Parliament ;  it  is  used  for  many  purposes,  and 
a  great  number  of  private  interests  would  be  interfered  with. 
This  would  not  be  so  much  the  case  with  the  north  stream." 

With  respect  to  the  government  reservoir,  it  was  stated 
to  me,  after  the  inquiry,  by  Mr.  Peter  Varwell,  a  shipowner, 
that  "  lie  had  had  complaints  made  by  several  skippers  of 
trawlers  of  the  water  which  was  drawn  from  the  reservoir, 
as  being  productive  of  diarrhoea;  especially  from  one  named 
George  Pitman,  who  stated  that  it  frequently  stunk  and 
bred  vermin,  and  that  his  crew  were  often  seriously  attacked 
with  diarrhoea  after  drinking  it." 

Mr.  Wolston  states, — 

"  In  consequence  of  the  great  demand  for  water  from  the  public , 
pump  opposite  the  London  Inn,  he  knows  that  the  wives  of  his 
workmen,  unless  they  have  gone  late  at  night,  or  very  early  in 
the  morning  to  get  their  '  turn,'  have  been  obliged  to  pay  a  penny 
per  pair  of  buckets  for  other  water." 

Mr.  Henry  Ghilcote  states,  with  regard  to  the  supply  of 
water  at  Upper  Brixham, — 

"  That  besides  the  sources  of  supply  mentioned  by  Mr.  Lake- 
man,  there  are  others.  Thore  is  Frogwell :  this  well  never  fails. 
It  is  in  the  upper  part  of  the  town,  and  is  convenient  for  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district.  There  is  also  a  public  wl-11  at  the 
bottom  of  Mr.  Pierpoint's  lawn,  supplying  eight  or  ten  houses. 
There  are  private  wells  fed  from  the  waste  from  Laywell.  There 
is  also  a  source  of  good  water  at  Packhole,  which  is  about  at 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  any  of  the  houses. 

"  The  overflow  from  Laywell,  St.  Mary's  Well,  aud  indeed  from 
all  other  sources  in  Upper  Brixham,  feed  the  south  stream,  already 
pointed  out  as  being  now  the  principal  source  of  supply  to  thee 
government  reservoir." 

Mr.  Lakeman  states, — 

"  There  are  two  fire-engines  :  they  were  purchased  by  sub 
scription  of  the  town.  There  being  no  public  body  on  whom  tlit 
care  of  these  engines  devolved,  the  Harbour  and  Market  Com; 
missioners  have  taken  charge  of  them.  The  town  were  glad  U 
accept  this  proposal.  The  town  pump  is  also  kept  in  repair  b 
the  Harbour  and  Market  Commissioners,  and  is  paid  for,  witnes 
believes,  more  particularly  out  of  the  market  fund.  Is  of  opinio: 
the  Commissioners  are  exceeding  the  powers  given  them  by  thei 
Act  of  Parliament  by  so  doing." 

Mr.  Henry  Browse  states, — 

"  He  is  chairman  of  the  Harbour  Committee.  There  are  fib 
teen  Commissioners  :  five  go  out  annually.  The  reason  why  tW 
Commissioners  take  charge  of  the  fire-engines  is,  because  theo 
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conceived  such  tilings  were  requisite  for  the  safety  of  the  harbour  Brixham. 

and  shipping.    The  Commissioners  borrowed  the  town  engines  in   

preference  to  buying  now  ones  out  of  their  funds.    The  engines 
are  used  for  the  town  generally. 

"  The  pump  mentioned  by  Mr.  Lakeman  is  kept  in  order  by  the 
Commissioners,  because  the  water  from  the  government  reservoir 
has  become  so  impure,  they  sometimes  do  not  like  to  supply  the 
ships  from  that  source.  They  therefore  prefer  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  supplying  better  Avater,  at  the  expense  of  keeping  the 
pump  in  order.  Does  not  know  why  the  market  fund  is  more 
particularly  charged  with  the  cost  of  these  repairs." 

Kemabks. — It  will  be  readily  seen  from  the  foregoing 
general  description  and  evidence  that  there  is  no  proper 
system  of  sewerage  and  water  supply  in  the  town  of  Brix- 
ham.  Although  Upper  Brixham  is  generally  more  cleanly 
than  the  district  around  the  quay  and  harbour,  the  same 
want  of  decent  accommodation  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants 
of  .houses  and  cottages  is  perceivable.  It  will  presently  be 
seen,  from  the  extracts  from  my  notes  made  during  my  per- 
ambulation of  the  district,  that  in  instances  where  privies 

1  are  in  existence,  even  in  Upper  Brixham,  they  are  often  in 
situations  so  inconvenient  that  they  are  seldom  used  ;  also 

.  that  the  cesspools  attached  to  them  are  very  filthy.  The 

:.  present  appearance  of  the  place  denotes  that  the  Sanitary 
Committee,  stimulated  by  the  fear  of  another  visitation  of 
cholera,*  have  made  exertions  to  remove  some  surface  nui- 

:  sances ;  but  as  it  can  hardly  be  expected  that  a  body  of 
gentlemen  can  continually  act  as  inspectors  of  nuisances, 
the  impurities  on  the  surface  will  soon  re-appear  to  their 

(  old  extent,  when  this  temporary  apprehension  shall  have 

l  passed  away. 

if     The  Rev.  J.  R.  Hogg  states, — 

"  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  surface  cleansing  in  the  part 
of  the  parish  under  his  charge ;  but  the  two  main  points,  a  sup- 
J  ply  of  water  and  sewerage,  are  very  defective,  and  with  no 
.',  prospect  of  remedy,  as  far  as  he  can  see,  except  through  the  Board 
of  Health." 

n  I  have  already  remarked  that  a  considerable  portion  of 
t  the  town  of  Brixham,  lying  between  the  harbour  and  Furze- 
-  ham  Common,  is  entirely  without  water  of  any  kind,  except 
'•■  the  soft  water  collected  in  tanks. 

In  many  instances  the  distance  of  the  pumps  from  the 
houses  and  cottages,  compels  the  inhabitants  to  make  the 


"    *  Cholera  is  now  (Oct.  30th)  prevalent  in  the  neighbouring  town  of  Dart- 
mouth. 
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State  of  the  Burial  Grounds. 


Brixham.  Lest  shift  they  can  with  a  minimum  quantity  of  water,  and, 
for  household  and  washing  purposes,  to  use  the  same  water 
over  and  over  again.  The  having  to  send  only  a  hundred 
yards  for  water  is  a  great  hardship  on  the  poor.  The  loss 
of  time  to  them  is  the  loss  of  money,  and  consequently  a. 
heavy  yearly  expense  is  entailed  on  them  by  this  process. 
The  anxiety  to  obtain  their  "  turn"  at  the  public  pumps 
leads  to  a  vast  amount  of  squabbling,  and  much  ill-feeling 
and  hot  blood  is  occasioned  from  this  apparently  trivial, 
cause. 

The  "  north  "  stream,  which  formerly  supplied  the  govern- 
ment reservoir,  is  now,  in  dry  seasons  more  especially,  com- 
pletely lost,  through  a  variety  of  causes,  before  it  reaches-* 
Brixham. 

The  State  of  the  Burial  Grounds. — There  is  one  church- 
yard at  St.  Mary's  Church,  in  Upper  Brixham.  This  groundl 
has  recently  been  enlarged,  and  there  is  ample  space  foi 
some  years  to  come.  The  cost  of  enlargement  was  defrayed 
by  a  church-rate  levied  in  1849.  The  rate  was  laid  over  th( 
whole  parish  at  Is.  in  the  pound,  producing  a  gross  sum  o 
4*771.  6s.  Sol.  The  ground  is  pleasantly  situated,  and  is  no 
at  present  much  encroached  on  by  habitations.  The  ol< 
poor-house  abuts  on  this,  ground.  This  house  is  now  let  ou 
in  a  number  of  small  tenements. 

The  only  other  burial  ground  is  that  belonging  to  th 
Dissenters.  It  adjoins  the  Church  of  England  ground,  an 
is  almost  empty,  but  very  negligently  kept. 

It  has  been  objected  by  Mr.  George  Cutler,  an  inhabitant 
of  the  neighbourhood  of  Brixham,  that  the  present  buria 
ground  attached  to  St.  Mary's  church  is  exceedingly  incort 
venient  for  the  use  of  the  town.     He  complains  "  that  - 
unhappily  cm  epidemic  ivas  to  break  out  in  so  populoi 
and  densely  housed  a  place,  as  ivas  the  case  in  1849,  t) 
evil  of  transporting  the  dead  through  a  mile  of  town  n 
the  graveyard  of  another  church,  which  isin  the  unusiu 
condition  of  being  also  the  recipient  of  the  dead  of  a  di> 
tant  parish,  ivoidd  again  be  repeated  and  prove  a  serioi 
calamity." 

Wherever  a  cemetery  may  be  situated  in  the  neighbour 
hood  of  a  town,  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  dead  must  be  co 
veyed  through  some  portion  of  the  streets  to  it.  As  far 
my  observation  goes,  I  cannot  see  that  any  immediate  alte 
ation  in  the  site  of  the  Brixham  burial  ground  is  called  fc 
If  its  situation  were  altered,  the  dead  from  the  quay  aii 
that  district,  the  most  populous  in  the  place,  must  necessarri 
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pass  through  the  town.    As  the  present  graveyard  is  com-  Bmxiiam. 

pletely  away  from  the  densely  inhabited  part  of  Brixham,   

and  as  it  has  been,  as  I  have  already  stated,  recently  en- 
larged at  the  expense  of  the  parish,  and  is  not  objectionably 
encroached  on  by  houses,  I  do  not  think  the  cost  of  a  new 
cemetery  is  justified  at  present.  However,  should  the  gene- 
ral feeling  of  the  inhabitants  coincide  with  that  of  Mr. 
Cutler,  they  have  a  remedy  for  their  complaint,  by  the 
P.  Burials  (beyond  the  Metropolis)  Act,"  16  &  17  Vict, 
cap.  134). 

The  Number  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  In- 
habitants, &c. — The  following  table  (extracted  from  the 
Superintendent  Registrar's  Return)  shows  the  Number  of 
inhabitants,  houses,  churches,  chapels,  schools,  &c,  in  the 
parish  of  Brixham  : 
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Deaths. — Rateable  Value  of  Houses. 
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The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  deaths  in  Brixuam. 
ie  parish  of  Brixham  tluring  seven  years  : — 

For  the  Seven  Years  ending  June  30th,  1853. 

1847  -       -    Total  number  of  deaths        -  162 

1848  -       -  Do.  124 

1849  -  Do.  -  -  119 

1850  -  Do.  -  -  271 

1851  -  Do.  -  -  '  95 

1852  -  Do.  122 

1853  -  Do.  -  -  105 


Total  number  of  deaths  for  the  seven  years  998 

Assuming  the  population  to  be  5,925  (the  census  of  1851), 
is  gives  an  average  of  1 42-4  deaths  per  annum,  or  1  in  41 '7, 
24  per  1,000. 

For  the  Seven  Years  ending  June  30th,  1854. 
1848    -       -    Total  number  of  deaths        -  124 
'♦1849   -       -  Do.  -  -  119 

1850  -       -  Do.  271 

1851  -  Do.  -  95 

1852  -       -  Do.  122 

1853  -  -  Do.  10.5 
1854*  -       -  Do.  99 


Total  number  of  deaths  for  the  seven  years  935 

Assuming  the  same  population  as  above,  this  gives  an  ave- 
ge  of  133-4  deaths  per  annum,  or  1  in  44-5,  or  22  per  1,000. 
Mr.  Adams,  the  assistant  overseer,  gives  the  following 
turn  of  the  houses  and  rateable  value  thereof  in  the 
rish  of  Brixham  at  the  present  time  : — 

Rateable  Value.  No.  of  Houses. 

Under  .£3   911 

A3  and  under  £5  -----  259 

5                10  -       I       .       .  263 

10                15  -       -       -    •   -  42 

15        „       20  -       -       -       -  15 

20                30  -  8 

30        „       40  -.-  5 

40        „       50  -  ] 

50  and  upwards  -  1 


Total  number  of  rated  houses     -  1,505 


The  above  return  includes  all  shops,  manufactories,  stores, 
rns,  stables,  &c.,  where  separately  assessed,  although  not 
anected  with  any  dwelling  house. 


The  Petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Brixham,  praying  for  a  preliminary 
uiry,  was  sent  to  the  General  Board  of  Health,  in  Murch,  1854. 
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Poor  Rates. 


Bmxuam.      The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  and  amour 
of  poor  rates  levied  for  five  years  : — 


Rate  when  made. 

In  the  £. 

Amount. 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s.  d. 

April,  1»49 

1 

3 

635 

1  5i 

July,       „  - 

1 

3 

633 

1  104 

October,  „  - 

I 

0 

510 

0  111 

*  January,  1850 

1 

3 

638 

4  8 

April,  „ 

1 

0 

511 

7  8 

July,          „  - 

1 

0 

512 

o  H 

October,  ,, 

0 

9 

385 

10  91 

J, 

January,  1851 

0 

9 

387 

11  41 

April,  „ 

0 

9 

387 

13  \\ 

July,          „  - 

0 

9 

388 

0  1 

October,  „ 

1 

0 

518 

12  7* 

January,  1852 

0 

9 

390 

3  4 

April,         „  - 

0 

9 

390 

9  3 

July,  „ 

1 

0 

522 

14  2£ 

October,      „  - 

0 

9 

392 

10  101 

January,  1853 

0 

9 

392 

13  1 

April,         „  - 

1 

0 

523 

14  7 

July,  „ 

0 

9 

398 

6  0 

September,  „  - 

1 

0 

525 

14  01 

December,  „ 

1 

0 

526 

15  0 

*  The  cholera  raged  from  the  2 1  st  of  September  till  the  1 1  th  December,  1 1 
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Common  Charges, 
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isting Averages. 


£     s.  d. 
91    6  10 
28  18  1\ 
50    3  10i 
184  14  4i 


Balance  in 
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each  Parish 
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cud  of  the 
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5  10 


9  11  11$ 
149  11  5| 

11  v    ,«  3" 


1,157 


5  5^ 


Z56  19  0 
3    7  If 


60  6  If 
£1,096  19  3^ 


Total. 
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035  9 
123  19 
28C  9 
1,137 
51  1 
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0% 
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Poor  Rates. 


Brixuam.      The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  and  amour 
  of  poor  rates  levied  for  five  years  : — 


Rate  when  made. 

In  the  £. 

Amount. 

». 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

April,  1849 

1 

3 

635 

1 

5i 

2 

July,       „  - 

1 

3 

633 

1 

10* 

October,  „  - 

1 

o 

510 

0 

Hi 

2 

*  January,  1850 

1 

3 

638 

4 

8 

April,  „ 

1 

0 

511 

7 

8 

July,        »  - 

1 

0 

512 

0 

October,  „ 

0 

9 

385 

10 

2 

January,  1851 

0 

9 

387 

11 

April,  „ 

0 

9 

387 

13 

July,          „  - 

0 

9 

388 

0 

1 

October,  „ 

1 

0 

518 

12 

SB 

January,  1852 

0 

9 

390 

3 

4 

April,         „  - 

0 

9 

390 

9 

3 

July,  „ 

1 

0 

522 

14 

92. 

—  o 

October,      „  - 

0 

9 

392 

10 

101 

January,  1853 

0 

9 

392 

13 

1 

April,         „  - 

1 

0 

523 

14 

7 

July,  ,, 

0 

9 

398 

6 

0 

September,  „  - 

1 

0 

525 

14 

December,  „ 

1 

0 

526 

15 

0 

*  The  cholera  raged  from  the  21st  of  September  till  the  11  th  December,  1 
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Church  Rates. — Highways 
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Church  Rate. — For  ecclesiastical  purposes  the  parish  of  Brixham. 
Jrixham  is  divided  into  two  districts,  nearly  equal  in 
joint  of  value. 

For  the  upper  district,  in  which  the  parish  church  is 
ituated,  the  rates  for  five  years  have  been, — 
For  the  year  ending  Easter,  1851.  at  l^d.  in  the    £    s.  d. 
pound  -  -  -  -         -    27  34 

Ditto       ditto,  1854,  at  2d.       ditto        -    36    3  1 

±63    8  5 


For  the  lower  district  the  rates  have  been, — 

For  the  year  ending  Easter,  1850,  at  3d.  in  the    £    s.  d. 

pound   64  10  61 

Ditto  ditto        1851,  at  4A<7.       ditto    -    97  10  3§ 

Ditto  ditto       1852,  at  45.         ditto    -    89    1  l£ 

Ditto  ditto       1853,  at  3c?.         ditto    -    68    5  Ah 

Ditto  ditto       1854,  at  3d.         ditto     -    69    2  3| 

.£388    9  74 


There  is  certain  property  belonging  to  the  old  church 
rhich  comes  in  aid  of  the  rates,  and  makes  them  much 
ghter  than  those  for  the  lower  district. 
Highways  and  Rates. — The  total  length  of  highways  in 
le  parish  is  about  seventeen  miles,  with  from  four  or  five 
files  of  foot-path  or  causeway  in  and  about  the  town, 
he  principal  streets  of  the  town,  extending  over  nearly 
iree  miles  in  length,  are  turnpike  roads. 

Cost  of  Maintaining  Highways.    £    s.  d. 
For  the  year  ending  25th  March,  1850  -    198  14  7 

Ditto  ditto  1851  -    159    5  4 

Ditto  ditto  1852  -    158  13  91 

Ditto  ditto  1853  -    126  11  5} 

Ditto  ditto  1854  -    148  11  5 

The  rates  levied  for  the  repairs  of  highways  for  the  last 
ve  years,  are  as  follows  : —  £    s.  d. 

January,  1850,  at  3c?.  in  the  pound       -       -    127  14  6 
April,  1850,  Ad.         „  -    170    7  34 

April,  1851  Ad.        „  -  -    172    5  11 

April,  1852  3d.        „  -  -    130  13  10£ 

July,  1853  3d.        „  -  .    131  10  9_ 

The  town  of  Brixham  was  severely  visited  by  cholera  in 
831-2,  and  again  in  1849.  I  obtained  no  statement  of  the 
umber  of  deaths  which  took  place  from  this  cause  previous 
t>  1849,  but  the  following  table  shews  the  number  of  deaths 
rom  cholera,  registered  in  that  year,  and  the  localities  in 
rtiich  they  occurred. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  77  ;  which,  taking  the 
wujus  of  1851,  gives  the  proportion  of  death  from  this  cause 
(J  the  number  of  inhabitants  as  1  in  76,  or  about!  2  per  1000. 
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1849. — Fatal  Cholera  Cases,  showing  the  Ages,  D 


When  Died 


1849. 
Sept.  21; 
„  23 
„  25 
,,  27 

»»  »» 

„  28 
„  29 


„  '.30 

Oct.;  l 

Sept.  20 
,.  30 


Oct.  1 


Name. 


9 
10 


11 

15 
10 

is 

23 

24 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 


Nov.  8 

::  IS 

:;  i; 

"  0 

"  n 


William  Shepherd 

Samuel  Collings 

William  Gay 

George  Coblcy 

John  Youlden 

John  Wynne 

William  Martin 

Sarah  Adams 

Ann  Norrish 

Mary  Pierce  . 

Mary  Jones 

Sarah  Johnson  - 

Maria  Richards  - 

Mary  Hill 

Henry  Hill 

W.  H.  Barter  Lilly 

Robert  Borlace 

Sarah  Ann  Knowles 

George  Lamzed 

Sarah  Shepherd  - 

William  Sidmouth 

Thomas  Snell 

William  Warren 

Ann  Parker  Varwell 

Elizabeth  Gempton 

John  R.  Smallbridge  Carlisle 

George  John  Ware  Ferris 

Elizabeth  Netherton 

John  Bolder 

George  Preston 

Samuel  Johnson 

Thomas  Lee 

Joseph  Gravels 

Elizabeth  Snell 
Sarah  Holman  - 

Nancy  Matthews 

Eliza  Moore 

Benjamin  Trist 

Jane  Drew 

Elizabeth  Hill  - 

Ellen  Adams 

James  S:obble  - 

Edmund  Gardner 

Nancy  Preston 

Mary  Voisy 

Elizabeth  Lavis 

Sarah  Parkhouse 

Samuel  Hammick  Vittery 

Sarah  Crispin 

Mary  Priddle  - 

Elizabeth  Bowden 

Mary  Hartlett 

Elizabeth  Hammick 

John  Kendrick  - 

George  Palmer  Hill 

John  Matthews  - 
Mary  Palmer  - 
William  Macey 
John  May 
Stephen  Perring  - 
Mary  Norton  - 
Louisa  S.  Mugg  - 
Susanna  Pidgeon 
Mary  Williams 
Junes  Martin  Stockman 
Susan  Bartlett 
Sarah  Dart 
Grace  Jam' s  - 
Elizabeth  Partridge 
Nancy  Tully  - 
Keziah  Blacker 
Mary  Elliott 
Ann  Williams  - 
Henry  Lisson 
Emma  Phillips  Pater 
Eliza  Mary  Martin 
John  Paige  - 
Mary  Dart 


Rank,  Profession, 
or  Occupation. 


Fisherman 
Tailor        -  - 
Fisherman 
Mariner's  son 
Do.  do. 
Fisherman  - 
Mariner's  son 
Mariner's  widow  - 
Fisherman's  wife  - 
Shipwright's  wile 
Widow      -         -  - 
Fisherman's  daughter  - 
Mariner's  widow  - 
Labourer's  wife  - 

Labourer 

Mariner's  son 

Apprenticed  Fisherman 

Fisherman's  wife  - 

Painter's  son 

Stone  Mason's  wife 

Fisherman  - 

Fisherman's  son  - 

Labourer  -  - 

Master  Mariners's  wife  - 

Ropemaker's  wife  - 

Fisherman  - 

Mariner's  son 

Labourei 's  wife  - 

Fisherman 

Shipwright's  son  - 

Fisherman's  ;on 

Fisherman 

Mariner    -         -  - 
Ropemaker's  daughter  - 
Fisherman's  wife 
Mariner's  daughter 
Shoemaker's  wife 
Watchmaker 
Fisherman's  wife 
Brewer's  wife 
Fisherman's  wife 
Labourer's  son  - 
Mariner's  son 
Shipwright's  wife  - 
Ropemaker's  wife 
Wheelwright's  daughter 
Shipwright's  wife 
Mariner's  son 
Mar  ner's  widow 

Dj.       do.  - 
Fisherman's  wife  - 
Mariner's  wife  - 
Blacksmith's  wife  - 
Master  Mariner's  son  ■ 

Brewer's  son 

Fisherman 
Coachman's  widow 
Labourer 
Sawyer's  son 
Labourer 

Blacksmith's  daughter  ■ 
Shoemaker's  wife 
Labourer's  wife  - 
Shipowner's  wife 
Fisherman's  son  - 
Fisherman's  daughter  ■ 
Single  woman 
Farmer's  widow  - 
Labourer's  wife  - 
Shipwright's  widow 
Mariner's  wife  - 
Labourer's  daughter 
Labour*  r's  wife  - 
Labourer's  son  - 
Master  Mariner's  wife 
Sawyer's  daughter 
Farmer 

Labourer's  widow 


Age  Duratic 

in  of 
Years.  Diseaf. 


40 
34 
38 
7 

3 
50 

8 
53 
36 
56 
82 

4 

53 

64 

53 
4 

14 

21 
2 

49 

22 

11 

64 

27 

63 

21 
4 

22 

60 
6 
4 

45 

29 
3 
60 
3 
32 
43 
29 
27 
24 
14 
3 
49 
57 
3 
73 
8 
58 
66 
44 
32 
62 
10 


66 
72 
52 

6 
36 

2 
30 
29 
63 
1 1 

3 
23 
79 
4] 
75 
30 


24  houi  - 

8  , 

10  , 

48  , 

10  | 

14  , 

8  , 

8 

9 
12 

6 
12 
48 
48 
48 

7  day 

fi  hoc 
48 

8 

8 
14 


24 

1  wei 

6  ho; 
11 

3  <ta«  ■ 

5 

10  hoi 

1  we 

10  hoi 
10 
20 
6  da 

4  .. 

2  ii 
16hoo 
12 

■1  da 
24  ho 
10 
24 
1  da 
6  hoc 
9  da 
10  he 
3dt  ! 
(      1  d. 
i  fev.6f 
24  he 


56 
3 
41 

mos. 

32 

67 


6  he 


12  In 

28 

12 
\  d 

24  h- 

li 
3  d 
5hr 
.1  d 

10  IK 
6d 

ICh 
3d' 

lw« 
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Disease,  and  the  Localities  in  which  they  occurred. 
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32   Evidence  on  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  InJuibitants. 


Brixham.     Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Inhabitants. — The  follow^ 

  ing  is  a  portion  of  the  evidence  taken  on  the  general  sanJ 

tary  condition  of  the  inhabitants. 

Mr.  Brooking,  surgeon,  states, — 

"During  the  time  of  epidemic  disease,  he  finds  it  most  prevale 
in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town  where  there  is  any  accumulate, 
of  stagnant  water,  and  also  where  sewerage  is  very  bad.  H! 
had  cases  of  choleraic  diarrhoea.  Fever  is  not  very  prevalen 
Lately,  the  town  has  been  tolerably  healthy,  although  there  h. 
been  some  choleraic  diarrhoea.  Witness  and  Mr.  Bowden  act 
medical  officers  to  the  district.  Mr.  Bowden  is  acting  at  til 
present  time.  Is  decidedly  of  opinion  that  preventible  disea. 
could  be  considerably  lessened  in  Brixham,  by  improving  tl 
town.  That  is,  by  a  better  system  of  sewerage  and  a  mo> 
efficient  water  supply.  The  attacks  of  epidemic  disease  ai 
amongst  the  public  generally,  and  are  not  confined  to  the  poorr 
classes.  Alludes  more  particularly  to  the  lower  part  of  the  tow* 
where  the  sewerage  is  very  bad.  Believes  there  is  no  sewerai 
at  all  in  Upper  Brixham.  Thinks  that  the  government  reserve 
in  its  present  state  is  conducive  to  fever,  and  that  it  is  likely 
have  assisted  or  accelerated  those  cases  which  have  occurred  in 
vicinity.  Finds  disease  most  prevalent  where  there  are  cesspj 
and  offensive  smells-  In  speaking  of  the  lower  part  of  the  tow? 
alludes  more  particularly  to  Bolton-street,  the  neighbourhood! 
the  government  reservoir,  Higher-street,  the  alleys  generally,  ai 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  quay,  where  there  is  stagnant  mud.  .. 
the  back  of  Bolton-street  there  is  an  open  ditch,  which  now  rui 
into  the  government  reservoir.  The  inhabitants  oi  some  of  tt 
houses  in  Bolton-street  have  converted  this  watercourse  intoo 
common  sewer,  and  made  it  very  offensive. 

Mr.  Samuel  Bowden,  surgeon,  states, — 
"He  has  practised  in  Brixham  twenty-five  years.     Is  joii 
Union   surgeon  with  Mr.  Brooking.     Considers  that  a  v:; 
amount  of  preventible  disease  might  be  avoided  by  a  prorr 
system  of  sewerage  and  water  supply.    Epidemic  disease  mos-l 
visits  the  lower  part  of  the  town  and  near  the  quay  and  t; 
alleys  above,  going  up  the  cliff.     Has  frequently  had  fev 
cases  in  these  places.    If  cholera  or  typhus  or  other  viruk 
epidemic  should  manifest  itself  in  Brixham,  believes  it  would 
on  those  places,  and  re-visit  the  spots  attacked  by  cholera 
1831-2  and  1849.    Has  frequently  had  cases  of  cholera  hrong. 
in  from  sea  ;  the  parties  attacked  being  sailors  from  Brixha;i 
He  can  attribute  these  cases  to  no  other  cause  than  the  badness- 
the  water  drawn  from  the  government  reservoir.    This  water: 
occasionally  much  complained  of.    In  Milton-street,  Upper  Brii 
ham  has  had  many  cases  of  fever,  but  this  was  some  time  a; 
He  attributed  these  attacks  at  the  time  to  a  large  accumulation 
dung  and  filth  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  houses.    As  many. 
ei°-ht  in  one  family  were  attacked.    Considers  that_  the  grc< 
want  in  Brixham  of  proper  water  closets  or  privies  is  not  oi; 
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highly  demoralizing,  but  is  also  calculated  to  materially  prejudice-  Beixham. 

the  public  health.    Frequently,  in  visiting  tho  houses  of  patients   

in  the  morning,  finds  the  smell  and  atmosphere  of  the  rooms,  from 
the  storing  of  offensive  refuse,  most  unpleasant.  Although  Upper 
Brixham  is  not  so  crowded  as  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  the 
same  want  of  sewerage  and  convenient  Avater  supply  is  felt,  and 
the  same  causes  are  to  a  great  extent  in  operation  to  produce 
disease.    At  the  present  moment,  Brixham  is  healthy." 

Inspection  of  the  Town  and  District. — In  making 
my  personal  inspection  I  was  accompanied  throughout  the 
day  by  the  following  gentlemen : — Messrs.  Thomas  Lake- 
man,  Henry  Chilcote,  M.  Hill,  Underhay,  jun.,  Hockin, 
C.  Bowden,  and  W.  Calley,  and  for  a  considerable  part  of 
the  day  by  Messrs.  Wolston,  H.  Bartlett,  H.  Browne, 
C.  Brooking,  medical  officer,  Dart,  Kindrick,  Rev.  M. 
Saunders,  R.  N.  Smith,  &c. 

The  following  notes  of  the  localities  inspected  are  ex- 
tracted -from  my  note  book  as  they  were  made  at  the 
time  : — 

The  Government  Reservoir. — This  is  a  pond  situated  near 
Bolfcon  Cross.  It  is  an  undoubted  nuisance.  It  is  situate 
in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  is  stagnant  and  offensive. 
The  stream  that  is  supposed  to  feed  it,  viz.,  the  "  north 
stream/'  was  perfectly  dry  in  Lower  Brixham  when  I  saw 
it,  and  the  only  water  entering  the  reservoir  at  that  time 
was  from  the  "  south "  stream,  which,  as  has  already  been 
stated  in  the  evidence,  is  the  main  sewer  for  a  large  portion 
of  Upper  Brixham  and  Bolton-street.  Great  complaints 
are  made  of  unpleasant  fogs  being  prevalent  about  the 
.  neighbourhood  of  this  reservoir,  and  on  my  first  visiting  it 
about  dusk  in  the  evening,  there  was  a  damp  searching  kind 
of  mist  rising  from  its  surface. 

'    Bolton-street. — There  were  five  deaths  from  cholera  in 
;  this  street  in  1849.    It  is  one  of  the  most  recently  erected 
streets  in  Brixham.    At  the  backs  of  the  houses  on  the 
I  west  side  of  the  street  runs,  at  the  bottom  of  .the  gardens, 
the  "south  stream."    When  the  houses  were  built,  there 
I  was  a  clause  introduced  in  the  lease  forbidding  the  tenants 
J  to  construct  drains  into  this  stream.    There  is  a  wall  built 
at  the  bottom  of  the  gardens,  but  as  there  are  doors  for  all, 
or  nearly  all  the  houses,  in  this  wall,  the  access  to  the 
stream  is  convenient.    The  consequence  is,  that  although 
the  inhabitants  do  not  drain  into  it,  they  make  use  of  it 
for  all  the  purposes  of  a  sewer.    The  result  is  very  offen- 
sive, and  there  is  no  wonder  that  complaints  are  made  of 
[25.]  c 
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Brixham.  the  water  from  the  government  reservoir  if  it  is  alwa\ 
fed  from  this  source,  as  it  was  when  I  saw  it. 

New-road.—  At  the  upper  part  of  the  New-road  an 
situated  Mr.  Lakeman's  waterworks.    They  consist  of 
collection  of  springs  into  a  culvert  or  tank.    The  tank  j 
constructed  of  brickwork  set  in  cement,  and  is  of  the  fo 
lowing  dimensions  .: — 370  feet  long  by  10  feet  wide,  and 
feet  high,  with  an  arched  top.    Mr.  Lakeman  states  he  hi 
had  as  much  as  172,800  gallons  in  it.    At  the  period  of  m 
visit,  a  very  dry  time,  it  contained  about  90,000  gallon. 
Mr.  Lakeman  is  the  owner  of  some  houses  in  the  New-roa. 
and  has  fitted  them  with  a  constant  service  of  water  fro) 
his  own  works.    He  is  most  anxious  to  fit  up  water  close-; 
in  these  houses,  but  there  is  no  main  sewer.    There  air 
some  very  respectable  houses  in  this  road  without  an 
privy  convenience.    They  vary  in  size  from  six  to  nic 
rooms  each,  and  with  efficient  drainage  and  water  suppll 
this  would  become  a  very  decent  street.    There  was  hi 
fatal  cholera  here  in  1849. 

Fore-street — One  of  the  principal  streets  in  the  town 
The  amount  of  filth  observable  among  the  ruins  of  pa:i 
of  a  house  recently  burnt  down  bears  ample  evidence  of  tl! 
want  of  privy  accommodation  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Wills' s  House. — A  very  offensive  stagnant  drain  in 
cellar ;  the  stench  very  bad  ;  cellar  used  as  a  washhous^ 
The  women  washing  complain  much  of  the  bad  smells. 

Harbour  and  Quays.-~The  tide  rises  at  Brixham  fro' 
eighteen  to  twenty  feet.    The  "  lake  "  empties  itself  into  tl! 
harbour.  Some  of  the  houses  on  the  quay  are  very  dilapidated 
those  opposite  the  fish  pier  more  especially  so.    There  an 
catch-pits  on  the  quays,  into  which  portions  of  the  fish  off?'; 
are  thrown,  and  into  which  the  whole  should  be  thrown 
but  that  the  fish  cleaners  find  it  easier  to  throw  their  refus: 
on  the  beach  as  already  mentioned.    The  catch-pits  an 
emptied  at  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  the  fit 
being  dressed  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  til 
deposit  necessarily  remains  in  them  all  night.    On  Satu: 
days  they  are  emptied  twice,  in  order  that  nothing  may  I 
left  in  them  through  the  whole  of  Sunday.    On  the  oui 
side  pier  is  a  public  privy  capable  of  holding  eight  person: 
It  is  quite  open,  without  doors.    There  is  also  a  publl 
urinal.    They  both  require  improving. 

King-street. — There  were  three  deaths  from  cholera  he:  i 
in  1849.  There  are  no  sewers,  and  the  houses  are  generalll 
without  privies. 
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Over-gang. — Five  deaths  from  cholera  here  in  1849.  Brixham. 
This  place  is  most  filthy.  None  of  the  houses  have  privies. 
There  is  a  hole  in  the  wall  on  the  cliff  side,  through  which 
is  thrown,  (or  rather  ought  to  be  thrown,  for  it  is  seldom 
done,)  down  the  cliff  to  the  strand  below,  the  refuse  of  all 
anils  from  the  houses.  Night  soil,  stinking  fish,  and  other 
putrefying  matters,  lie  about  on  the  road  side,  poisoning  the 
svhole  atmosphere.  The  surface  of  the  street  is  very  irre- 
rular,  and  filled  with  slops,  although  there  is  a  miserable 
|  and  of  drain. 

Furzeham  Common. — One  death  from  cholera  here  in 
.849.  On  this  common  are  dug  large  square  holes  ;  these 
loles,  which  are  not  lined  or  covered  in  any  way,  are  the 

•:  jublic  cesspools  of  the  neighbourhood.  Anything  more  foul 
>r  disgusting  cannot  be ;  they  are  full  of  the  most  filthy 

:  -efuse  and  liquid  manure. 

u   Manor-terrace. — Some  decent-looking  houses;  rent  13£. 

>er  annum,  including  rates.  These  houses  have  privies. 
l  ley  are  merely  pans  that  require  frequent  emptying.  The 
'  :ontents  must  be  either  thrown  about  the  backs  or  fronts 

>f  the  houses  or  else  carried  to  the  general  receptacle  on 

jurzeham  Common. 

Cumbers. — One  fatal  case  of  cholera  here  in  1849. 
louses  to  which  similar  accommodation  is  very  defective. 

Chapel  Hill. — Five  fatal  cases  of  cholera  here  in  1849. 
;  levy  filthy.    Total  absence  of  conveniences. 

Furzeham-street. — There  is  a  yard  here  in  which  all 
>;  dnds  of  manure  and  filth  are  collected ;  the  contents 
-  emain  sometimes  for  months  without  being  carted  away. 
i  The  place  is  very  offensive. 

Higher-street. — Eight  fatal  cases  of  cholera  here  in  1849. 
Tie  houses  are  built  close  on  the  cliff ;  at  the  back  are 
teps  leading  up  to  Furzeham  Hill.  The  privies,  where 
here  are  any,  are  very  offensive. 

Philip  Apter  complains  of  a  privy  belonging  to  a  house 
<  bove,  and  which  is  situated  over  his  soft  water  tank.  He 
nd  his  wife  say  the  water  has  been  spoiled  in  consequence, 
'here  are  surface  drains  cut  down  the  sides  of  the  steps 
eading  to  the  cliff  above,  but  they  are  of  little  service  in 
.  leavy  rains.  Every  description  of  impurity  is  then  washed 
own  the  steps  and  face  of  the  cliffs  into  the  yards,  or  even 
nto  the  doors  of  the  houses  below.  In  part  of  the  street, 
[25.]  o  2 
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■  winch  for  some  distance  is  only  ten  feet  wide,  with  house 
on  either  side,  there  is  a  V  gutter  with  gratings  for  surfac 
water.  Part  of  the  street  is  only  an  alley  or  footpatl 
The  top  flag  of  the  V  gutter  forms  part  of  the  paving.  Thl 
joints  are  very  open.  Most  of  the  gratings  are  stopped  u 
with  a  variety  of  solid  mattter.  The  smells  are  horribll 
There  are  two  houses  having  ash-pits,  which  receive  tl! 
refuse  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  every  six,  nine,  or  tweh\ 
mpnths,  all  this  is  taken  through  the  dwelling-houses  am 
laid  in  the  street.  It  remains  there  until  it  suits  tit 
convenience  of  purchasers  to  remove  it,  very  much  to  tl 
injury  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  tiers  of  houses  below  the  Over-gang  have  no  priviJ 
whatever. 

On  this  side  of  the  hill  there  is  a  total  absence  of  wate 
except  the  rain  water  collected  in  the  tanks. 

Middle-street. —  There  is  what  is  called  a  sewer  hei  J 
which  empties  itself  into  the  harbour.  There  were  s 
fatal  cases  of  cholera  in  this  street  in  1849.  There  are  soul 
respectable  houses  and  shops  without  privies.  Some  p£;| 
of  the  street  is  very  narrow,  with  miserable,  dirty  looki.B 
houses. 

Mill-tie.—  Two  deaths  from  cholera  here  in  1 849.  Paal 
outside  the  houses  into  which  the  house  refuse  is  empti  J 
The  surface  drains  here  much  complained  of.    The  alll; 
only  about  seven  feet  wide. 

Paradise  Alley  and  Rams  Alley. — There  were  five  faip 
cholera  cases  in  1849  in  these  two  alleys;  they  are  veeB 
narrow,  dirty,  and  low.  They  are  divided  by  a  stone  wi 
which  is  a  considerable  obstruction  to  the  ventilation.  'JIB 
parish  authorities  were  anxious  to  remove  it,  but  it  beiiji  s 
private  property,  the  owners  declined  to  be  interfered  wiif  . 

The  outfall  of  the  lake  near  this  part  is  dammed  up  b;  il ' 
sluice,  in  order  that  the  contents  above  may  be  concentraijji'1 
to  flush  and  cleanse  the  outfall.  The  contents  of  the  diiir 
are  very  offensive. 

Pump-street. — Another  miserable,  dirty  place,  as  us<|ffe] 
without  anything  approaching  to  house  convenience. 

In  a  yard  turning  off  from  this  alley,  the  "lake"  rims  n 
mediately  below  the  doors  and  windows  of  the  houses.  r.1fc 
foundations  of  the  houses,  indeed,  form  the  side  walls  ci'M\ 
ditch.    It  is  filled  with  everything  that  is  disagreeable.  Li- 
the sight  and  smell.    At  the  upper  end  of  this  yard  K 
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deposited  every  night  the  filthy  accumulations  of  the  day.  Bedcham. 
J  The  people  living  here  told  me,  that  early  in  the  morning 
they  find  it  actually  covered  with  ordure.  There  were  doors 
to  the  entrance  of  the  yard,  but  they  have  long  since  been 
pulled  down  and  taken  away.  The  smells  are  so  bad  the 
inhabitants  are  forced  to  keep  their  doors  and  windows  shut. 
Meat  is  very  soon  tainted  in  their  houses. 

The  pump  opposite  the  L,onclon  Inn. — Very  great  com- 
plaints from  the  people  drawing  water  here,  of  its  being 
tainted  by  the  drains.  It  seems  full  of  flocculent  matter, 
and  has  a  disagreeable  odour. 

Prospect-place,  on  the  South  Cliff. — Respectable  houses, 
without  necessary  accommodation.  A  large  cess  pit  partly 
covered,  filled  with  the  soil  and  refuse  from  the  houses. 

There  is  a  slaughter-house  near  here,  a  very  unsightly  and 
r  dirty  place :  the  refuse  is  only  moved  once  a  fortnight.  The  ■ 
;  excuse  is,  the  want  of  sewerage.     If  there  was  a  sewer, 
r  ;hey  say,  the  slaughter-house  wculd  be  drained  into  it. 

1    Great  Gate  Mill  Pond. — Three  fatal  cases  of  cholera  hera 
"in  1849.    Five  cottages.    The  floors  of  some  of  these  cot- 
ages  are  paved  with  rough  cobbles  or  boulders ;  some  are 
lagged.   There  are  no  privies.   Rent,  41.,  41.  4s.,  and  41.  10s. 
:( )er  annum.    Each  house  consists  of  a  kitchen,  bed-room, 
md  small  attic  over  it.   About  five  in  a  family.    The  house 
■efuse  is  thrown  out  in  the  most  convenient  place,  which  is 
isually  the  nearest.    A  beer  house  in  Great  Gate,  contain- 
;ng  four  rooms  and  a  garret.    Rent,  9.1.    Not  the  slightest 
approach  to  out-door  convenience.    The  ground  floor  is 

-  laved.  A  dirty  house,  and  smelling  badly.  The  same 
I  satures  characterize  nearly  every  cottage  in  this  part  of  the 
i  istrict. 

•  Greensivood. — There  are  some  dirty  and  wretched  look- 
j  og  cottages  as  usual  without  conveniences.    Pigs  are  kept 
a  an  adjoining  yard  in  front.    Slops,  &c,  thrown  on  the 

-  urface.  The  ecclesiastical  boundary  crosses  at  a  point  near- 
his  part  of  the  town  at  a  place  called  Caster  Lane.  In 
his  lane  there  were  two  fatal  cases  of  cholera  in  1849. 
'here  are  two  houses  near  here  belonging  to  one  Joshua 
'ollins.  ^  They  have  gardens  and  are  let  for  41.  per  annum, 
[o  privies.  The  refuse  is  stored  and  dug  into  the  gardens, 
<ach  house  has  three  rooms. 

There  is  another  slaughter-house  in  Upper  Brixham. 
nis  is  moderately  clean  and  decent. 
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Lodging-houses. — There  are  two  public  lodging-houso 
They  are  under  Lord  Shaftesbury's  Act.    The  first 
tolerably  clean,  but  the  yard  very  filthy.    There  are  t\ 
bedrooms.    One  to  hold  twelve  persons,  the  other 
hold  five.    The  second  lodging-house  is  higher  up  the  v. 
lage.    There  is  one  room  in  the  roof  with  five  beds,  to  he 
six  persons.    In  a  lower  room  there  are  four  beds  to  he 
four  persons.    There  is  an  open  privy  in  a  stable  behii 
across  a  narrow  yard.    It  is  roughly  partitioned  off  on  t: 
side  next  the  house,  but  there  is  no  door  to  it.    It  has  r; 
even  a  pan  or  box,  and  it  is  exposed  to  view  whenever  t; 
back  door  is  opened.    There  is  another  privy  in  an  orchs  j 
at  some  distance.    It  is  quite  clear  that  the  conveniei: 
nearest  the  house  is  most  used. 

At  a  house  belonging  to  Mr.  Luttrell,  under  the  sa 
roof,  and  approached  by  the  house  passage,  is  a  large  stabi 
very  dirty  and  offensive.     Small-pox  was  very  virulent 
this  house  on  one  occasion.     A  gentleman  living  n<  . 
(Mr.  Underhay,  sen.,)  complains  very  much  of  nuisan., 
arising  from  this  cottage. 

There  are  some  cottages  lying  a  little  off  the  high  req 
which  have  one  privy  amongst  them,  most  inconvenient 
placed.    The  cesspool  is  very  offensive. 

Bell  Inn. — My  attention  was  particularly  called  to  t 
yard  as  being  in  a  bad  condition.    I  found  it  no  worse,  llj 
if  anything  rather  better,  than  some  of  the  other  yards-, 
the  town,  but  still  susceptible  of  much  improvement. 

St.  Mary's-well,  or  Town  Shoot. — The  water  here  >\j 
stated  to  be  much  lower  than  usual.  There  is  a  pit  i 
which  a  quantity  of  house  refuse  is  thrown,  (there  be 
generally  speaking  a  total  want  of  privies  in  this  nei  • 
bourhood  again,)  and  it  is  washed  away  along  a  drain  inl 
place  called  "  the  horsepool,"  and  ultimately  into  the  "  so 
stream." 

Mrs.  Trevy,  who  lives  opposite  the  well,  complains  v»| 
much  of  the  smell  from  the  pit.    She  also  laments  the  w 
of  decent  accommodation.    There  were  several  complai 
to  me  of  the  well  water  being  occasionally  tainted. 

In  Horsepool  Street,  through  which  the  drain  just  < 
cribed  runs,  there  was  one  fatal  case  of  cholera  in  1 
From  this  part  of  the  town  to  the  end,  the  houses  are  qi 
destitute  of  privy  accommodation.  There  is  a  fair  sup 
of  water  in  point  of  quantity,  but  the  wells  are  very  inc 
veniently  placed.    There  is  every  inducement  for  the  po 
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inhabitants  to  use  as  little  water  for  all  purposes  as  Biuxham. 
possible. 

Local  Acts  of  Parliament,  &c. — There  is  one  private 
Act  of  Parliament ;  it  is  entitled,  "An  Act  for  improving, 
enlarging,  and  maintaining  the  Pier,  Harbour,  and  Market 
of  Brixham,  in  the  County  of  Devon,  and  for  the  Formation 
of  a  Breakwater  in  Torbay."  It  received  the  royal  assent 
on  the  30th  June,  1837. 

Mi-.  Wolston,  clerk  to  the  Commissioners,  states, — 
"  The  Act  gives  powers  to  the  Commissioners  to  remove  or 
enlarge  the  market,  and  to  build  the  same  on  any  other  site,  with 
the  consent  of  owners  ;  for  regulating  the  tolls  to  bo  paid  by- 
sellers  therein,  and  for  the  investigation  of  weights  and  measures 
in  the  parish.  The  surplus  funds,  both  of  harbour  and  market, 
are  spent  in  improving  the  market,  &c." 

-The  present  market-house  is  exceedingly  inconvenient, 
and  from  its  peculiar  situation  is  so  affected  by  the  unplea- 
sant smells  from  the  harbour,  that  when  the  wind  blows 
towards  it  the  shutters  are  obliged  to  be  closed,  and  the 
market-house  is  thus  rendered  useless. 

I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Lakeman, — 

"  That  during  the  progress  of  the  Act  through  the  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  the  late  Lord  Shaftesbury  required  that 
the  two  estates  of  the  harbour  and  market  should  be  separated; 
but  upon  a  strong  representation  as  to  the  market  being  benefited 
by  the  harbour  to  a  certain  extent,  &c,  his  lordship  gave  way, 
but  directed  two  clauses  to  be  inserted,  by  the  latter  of  which, 
the  commissioners  are  prohibited  at  any  time  from  appropriating 
any  of  the  harbour  money  to  the  improvement  of  the  market,  but 
allowing  (under  certain  circumstances)  the  market  money  to  bo 
spent  for  the  purposes  of  the  harbour  — that  is,  when  the  income 
of  the  harbour  was  insufficient  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  money 
borrowed  on  the  security  of  the  tolls  thereof.  As  this  contin- 
gency has  never  arisen,  I  presume  the  commissioners  have  never 
been  in  a  position  to  appropriate  market  money  to  harbour  pur- 
poses. 

"  Although  the  Act  was  obtained  in  1837,  there  has  never  been 
one  stone  laid  on  another  for  the  improvement  of  the  market,  the 
majority  of  the  commissioners  having  always  been  ship-owners  ; 
they  have  constantly  resisted  all  attempts  at  improvement  of  the 
market,  and  not  only  so,  but  have  refused  to  pay  off  any  part  of 
the  market  debt  with  the  money  in  hand,  and  have  used  the 
money  about  the  improvement  of  the  harbour,  and  charged  the 
market  estate  with  the  interest." 


40  Market  Accounts.— Gas  Company. 

BmxnAM.  Statement  of  the  Market  Accounts  since  the  passing  of  the  Av 


Year. 


1838 
1839 


1840 
1841 
1842 

1843 
1844 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 
1851 
1852 
1853 

1854 


EentaL 


£  s.  d. 
180  0  0 
180    0  0 


180    1  0 

176  10  0 

160    0  0 

172    0  0 


142  0  0 

142  0  0 

144  0  0 

152  0  0 

132  0  0 


141  0  0 
151  0  0 
146    0  0 


135    0  0 


Balance  in 
Hand. 


£  s.  d. 
431  11  10 
440    8  4 


472  19  7 
529    7  4£ 
552  18  10i 

547    2  4A- 


653  19 
679  4 
720  1 
758  13 
776  12 


71 
3 

n 
n 

3 


816  3  2h 
858  15  9+ 
902 

About 
940    0  0 


4  5£ 


Extra 
Expenses  Paid. 


£    s.  d. 
Old  debt  paid  off 
52    8  9 
Column  and 
fish  market 
30  15  0 


Old  debt  paid  off 
60  13  6 


In  concerting  any  measures  of  improvement  under  hi 
Public  Health  Act,  it  -would  be  very  desirable  that  It  I 
commissioners  should  use  the  market  money  for  its  leg: 
mate  purposes,  and  arrange  for  the  erection  of  a  suita' 
building  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  market  business  of  1 1  \ 
town. 

There  is  a  gas  company,  which  was  formed  in  1838.  1 
cost  of  the  works  was  about  \,500L,  raised  by  shares  of  : 
each  from  amongst  the  inhabitants,  upon  which  there  wa 
subsequent  call  of  31.  per  share  more,  the  company  havi;  | 
been  involved  in  a  lawsuit  about  a  right  of  way ;  in  com  | 
quence  of  which,  besides  the  additional  call,  they  w 
obliged  to  borrow  800L  on  the  works,  7001.  of  which  is  s 
unpaid.    The  price  of  gas  is  10s.  per  1,000  ;  last  year  itvwl 
reduced  to  8s.,  but  the  company  found  they  could  not  affi 
it  at  the  lower  price ;  it  is  now  raised  again  to  10s.  Til 
shops  are  generally  lighted  with  gas.    There  are  no  pub  I; 
lights  except  those  on  the  pier  and  quays,  which  are  pi 
for  by  the  Harbour  Commissioners,  out  of  the  funds  of  i 
Harbour  Estate.    There  was  an  attempt  at  lighting  i 
town  by  subscription,  but  after  one  winter  the  subscripts 
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■were  not  forthcoming,  and  the  company  discontinued  the  Bkixham. 
lights.    There  have  been  two  attempts  since  that  time  to  " 
light  the  town,  under  Lord  Portman's  "  Act  for  watching 
and  lighting,"  but  both  have  failed,  and  the  streets  of  the 
town  are  now  left  in  total  darkness. 

The  shareholders  received  no  dividend  from  1838  to  1846, 
but  since  the  last  named  period  they  have  received  51.  per 
cent,  per  annum. 

Mr.  Saunders  states  that  many  accidents  arise  from  the 
■want  of  lights  in  the  streets. 

The  cost  of  lighting  the  harbour  and  quays  for  five 
years  past  is  shown  in  the  balance  sheets  of  the  Commis- 
sioners.* 

Analyses  of  Waters. 

The  waters  subject  to  analytical  tests,  were  drawn  from 
he  following  places : — 

1.  From  the  public  pump,  opposite  the  London  Inn. 

2.  The  government  reservoir.  This  sample  was  dipped 
out  of  the  reservoir  on  the  28th  October  last.  There  had 
been  rain  on  the  25th,  and  a  sharp  frost  on  the  morning  of 
the  27th.  The  reservoir  was  not  nearly  so  foul  as  it  usually 
is  after  rain,  and  not  so  clear  as  after  a  few  days  of  dry, 
Eold,  weather.-  Mr.  Lakeman  says,  it  may  be  taken  as  a  fair 
iverage  sample.    A  second  sample  of  this  water  was  after- 

:  wards  sent  for  analysis.  On  this  occasion  the  "  north  " 
'■  stream  was  the  only  water  running  into  it ;  the  "  south  " 
1  itream  being  dammed  out. 

3.  Government  reservoir  water,  drawn  from  the  tap  at 
he  quay. 

4.  South  stream  head,  Lupton  Farm. 

5.  North  stream  head,  Sir  John  Yarde  Buller's  park. 

6.  Mr.  Lakeman's  tank  or  reservoir.  This  specimen  was 
•■  Irawn  from  a  conduit  in  Bank  Buildings.  It  was  drawn  from 

his  conduit  in  consequence  of  its  being  used  as  a  public  sup- 
:  )ly  since  the  outbreak  of  cholera  at  Dartmouth  this  year. 

7.  Private  pump  at  Mrs.  Harris's,  near  the  London  Inn. 
••  8.  Town  Shoot  or  St.  Mary's  Well. 

These  samples  of  water  have  been  analyzed  by  Dr.  Glover, 
:  nd  the  results  of  that  gentleman's  investigations  are  given 
i  x  the  following  report : — 

"To  Alfred  L.  Dickens,  Esq.,  C.E. 

December,  1851?. 
:  "Srn, — According  to  your  wish  with  regard  to  the  Brixham 
•  aters,  I  have  especially  paid  attention  to  that  from  the  Govern- 
icnt  reservoir,  and  from  the  south,  and  north,  stream  heads,  and 
om  Lakeman's  tank. 


*  See  Appendix  U. 
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Bhixham.     "  The  fii'st  specimen  I  got  from  the  government  reservoir  (No. 

 ■     was  manifestly  unfit  for  use.    It  was  alkaline,  contained  red  p 

tides,  had  a  slightly  disagreeable  smell,  and  a  disagreeable  tan 
contained  numerous  animalcules  visible  to  the  eye,  and  showed 
the  microscope,  numerous  vegetable  and  animal  formations, 
was  a  soft  water,  exhibiting  only  4*5  degrees  of  hardness, 
foundit  to  contain  33  '  8  of  solids  to  the  gallon,  of  which  7  '8  w> 
organic  matters.    It  contained  sulphuric  and  muriatic  acids,, 
alkaline  carbonate,  and  muriates  and  sulphates.    The  ear 
bases  were — lime,  magnesia,  and  alumina. 

"  This  water  might  therefore  be  condemned  for  its  phys; 
qualities,  without  a  more  minute  quantitative  examination. 

"  The  new  specimen  of  the  government  reservoir  was  altoget 
different.    It  was  tolerably  clear,  not  alkaline,  and  so  hard  aa 
require  thirty  measures  of  the  soap  test  or  1 5  degrees  of  h- 
ness.    With  this  degree  of  hardness,  the  hardness  must  be  att 
buted  to  the  absence  of  an  alkaline  carbonate  ;  as  the  solids 
not  exceed  28  "2  grs.  in  the  gallon,  of  which  6  grains  were 
ganic  matter. 

"  This  water  contained  otherwise  the  same  salts  as  the  oti 
water.  I  understand  since  the  first  specimen  was  examined 
change  has  been  made,  which  has  diverted  some  source  of 
purity  from  the  water.  This,  however,  has  rendered  it  less  sc 
it  was  free  at  the  second  examination  from  animalcules,  althoi* 
still  containing  some  vegetable  growths. 

"  North  stream  head  (No.  5).  This  water  was  found  to  be  qv 
clear  and  tasteless,  containing  a  very  few  floating  particles  ; 
alkaline,  which  alkalinity  did  not  disappear  when  the  water  1 
heated.  It  contained  no  animalcules  or  organic  growths.  Ha> 
ness,  3  •  4  degrees. 

"  This  water  contains  carbonate  of  soda,  to  which  it  owes? 
softness,  and  earthy  and  alkaline  muriates  and  sulphates  ; 
principal  salts  are  chlorides.  It  appears  to  possess  every  quj 
fication  but  one.  When  heated,  its  alkaline  carbonates  i 
earthy  salts  undergo  decomposition  ;  and  the  result  is,  the  precr 
tation  of  a  large  quantity  of  insoluble  earthy  salts — carbonas 
which  will  be  found  to  fur  kettles  and  boilers.  How  far  ) 
may  be  obviated  by  Dr.  Clarke's  process  is  a  matter 
further  trial.  This  water  contains  no  alumina.  In  the  gai 
there  are  38  grains  of  solid  matter,  of  which  five  were  organi 

"  South  stream  head  (No.  4.) — This  water  contains  auinialCi 
and  organic  formations.  It  is  similar  in  composition  to  the  nc 
head  spring ;  but  contains  a  much  larger  portion  of  salts 
organic  matter.  It  is  however  soft.  It  contains  45  grains, 
solids  to  the  gallon,  of  which  12  grains  were  organic  matter, 
account  of  the  amount  of  organic  matter  and  the  animalcn 
I  do  not  recommend  this  water. 

"Lakeinan's  tank  (No,  6.)  This  is  an  excellent  water,  conti; 
ing  only  about  16  grains  to  the  gallon  of  solids,  and  only  al 
4  of  organic  matter ;   clear  and  well  tasted,  perfectly  free  fx 
impurity,  and  possessing  only  3  degrees  of  hardness,    ll  is 
from  alumina. 
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"  St.  Mary's  well  (No.  8.)    To  this  water,  if  in  any  quantity,  Biuxham. 
I  should  give  a  decided  preference.    It  contains  rather  more  salts  - — 
thau  Lakeman's  Tank ;  but  very  little  organic  matter ;  and  is 
very  soft,  not  alkaline. 

"  Private  pump  at  Mrs.  Harris',  near  London  Tavern  (No.  7.) — 
The  same  may  be  said  of  this  water  as  of  St.  Mary's  well,  except 
that  it  contains  34  grains  of  salts  to  the  gallon,  of  which  not  less 
than  12  are  organic.  It  has,  however,  only  6  degrees  of  hardness. 

"  The  same  applies  generally  to  the  other  waters  except  the  "  tap 
from  the  government  reservoirs  at  the  quay."  The  water  here 
is  not  so  abundant  in  salts. 

"  In  short,  the  only  waters  to  which  I  decidedly  object  are, 
1st,  the  government  reservoir,  and  2nd,  the  south  stream  head.* 
"  I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  Obedient  Servant, 
(Signed)      Eobert  Mortimer  Glover, 
"  2,  Tavistock  Place,  Tavistock  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.E." 

Square." 

Remarks. — It  will  be  seen  from  the  result  of  these  tests 
:  that  the  government  reservoir  water,  (first  sample)  is  utterly 
i  iinfit,  at  times,  for  human  consumption.    The  justness  of  the 
complaints  of  those  who  have  been  compelled  to  use  this 
1  svater  are  fully  borne  out  by  the  analysis.    It  will  be  ob- 
served that  the  impurities  contained  in  the  specimen  alluded 
;o  have  had  the  effect  of  softening  the  water  very  mate- 
'  ially,  for,  on  the  second  specimen  being  examined,  it  was 
bund  to  be  much  purer,  although  harder  by  10 '5  degrees. 
The  water  at  the  north  stream  head  appears  to  be  very 
.  jood,  although  "  when  heated  its  alkaline  carbonate  and 
:  jarthy  salts  undergo  decomposition,  and  the  result  is,  the 
a  )recipitation  of  a  large  quantity  of  insoluble  earthy  salts — 
arbonates,  which  will  be  found  to  fur  kettles  and  boilers." 
*  lis  fault  is  more  easily  got  rid  of  than  the  impurities 
;  ehich  manifest  themselves  in  some  of  the  other  specimens 
ixamined. 

^   The  water  at  the  south  stream  head  would  appear  to  be 
[uite  unfit  for  the  purposes  of  a  public  supply. 
The  water  in  Mr.  Lakeman's  tank  is  of  a  very  excellent 

-  [uality,  and  admirably  adapted  for  the  supply  of  a  portion 

■  i  f  the  town  of  Brixham.  The  water  at  St.  Mary's  well 
ppears  to  be  unexceptionable,  although  I  am  afraid  it  is  not 
ufficient  in  quantity  for  the  supply  of  the  whole  town  of 
jrixham,  besides  which,  pumping  would  have  to  be  resorted 

.  o  for  an  efficient  distribution. 


*  Dr.  Glover  has  since  informed  me,  that  he  believes  these  waters  may  be 
rfely  used  with  lead  pipes.  They  will  at  first  act  on  the  lead,  but  will  form  an 
isolublc  crust  which  will  protect  the  lead  from  further  action. 


<fc«  Boundaries. 

Brixham.    Boundaries. — The  boundaries  of  the  parish  of  Brixhe 

  are  shown  on  the  general  map  of  the  district  which  acco: 

panies  this  report.  The  ecclesiastical  boundary  is  alt 
marked  on  the  same  map. 

Having  carefully  examined  the  ground,  I  am  induced 
recommend  the  boundary  delineated  by  a  distinctive  mark 
the  map  above  referred  to,  as  being  best  adapted  for  the  lim 
of  the  application  of  the  Public  Health  Act  to  Brixham. 
will  be  seen  that  the  ecclesiastical  boundary  cuts  off  a  cc 
siderable  portion  of  the  town  of  Upper  Brixham.  I  therefc 
propose  extending  that  boundary  along  the  Bowling-gr 
Lane,   across  the    turnpike-road  from  Brixham  to  t 
river  Dart,  along  the  lane  leading  towards  Lupton  Hou. 
and  thence  by  the  eastern  edge  of  Sir  John  Yarde  Bulle 
park,  in  a  straight  line  to  join  the  parish  of  Churston.  Tf 
remaining  limits,  within  which  the  application  of  the  Bub 
Health  Act  is  proposed  to  be  confined,  will  be  identical  wi 
the  ecclesiastical  boundary. 

CONCLUSIONS. 

Conclusions. — Upon  consideration  of  the  whole  case 
the  present  sanitary  state  of  Brixham,  I  beg  respectfully 
lay  before  you  the  following  Conclusions. 

That  in  the  town  of  Brixham  the  present  rate  of  ni( 
tality  is  excessive. 

That  there  are  no  local  Acts  of  Parliament  in  force  1 
the  purposes  contemplated  be  the  Public  Health  Act. 

That  the  general  government  of  the  town  is  now  carri 
on  most  imperfectly. 

That  there  is  neither  efficient  sewerage,  drainage, 
water  supply. 

That  a  considerable  number  of  nuisances  are  in  existent 
dangerous  to  the  public  health. 

That  there  are  not  ordinary  appliances  for  decency 
health. 

That  the  interior  of  a  large  number  of  houses  are  renden 
unwholesome  for  want  of  such  appliances. 

That  the  alleys,  courts,  yards  and  many  of  the  streets  a 
ill  paved,  badly  ventilated  and  dirty ;  and  that  at  night  th<i 
are  in  total  darkness. 

That  preventible  disease  is  sufficiently  excessive  to  pri 
duce  a  large  amount  of  suffering  and  cost,  not  only  to  t\ 
families  of  the  afflicted,  but  to  the  whole  body  of  rat 
payers. 


Remedial  Measures. 
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Remedial  Works  required. — I  am  of  opinion  that  tho  Brixiiam. 

lanitaiy  state  of  Brixhain  can  only  be  improved  by  the   . 

tonstruction  of  the  following  works,  viz*  : — 

1st.  A  complete  and  systematic  sewerage  of  the  whole 

town.    There  are  no  particular  natural  features  in  Brixhain 

to  lead  me  to  suppose  that  the  cost  of  sewerage  would  be 
jxcessive.  Indeed,  the  natural  facilities  for  drainage  are  so 
"ar  favourable,  that  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  the 
;ost  of  the  execution  of  efficient  public  works  for  this  indis- 
>ensable  pmpose  would  be  within  the  average  cost  of  those 
owns  already  effectually  drained  under  the  Public  Health 
Let. 

2nd.  A  proper  supply  of  water,  which  to  be  efficient 
kould  be  on  the  constant  system.  The  best  source  of 
upply  for  the  Whole  town  appears  to  me  to  be  the  head  of 

:  he  north  stream.  The  water  may  be  collected  and  stored 
n  a  covered  reservoir  in  Sir  John  Yarde  Buller's  property, 
,nd  from  thence  taken  by  iron  pipes  directly  to  the  town, 
■t  would  be  supplied,  according  to  the  levels  with  which 
fcr.  Lakeman  favoured  me,  to  the  highest  houses  by 
cavitation.  For  an  auxiliary  supply  Mr.  Lakenian's  tank 
ould  be  made  available,  as  the  quality  of  that  water  is 
xcellent,  and  as  his  works  command  sufficient  pressure  to 
upply  a  considerable  portion  of  the  lower  town  by  gravita- 
ion.  It  has  already  been  stated  that  Mr.  Lakeman  had, 
n  the  occasion  of  my  visit,  about  90,000  gallons  in  his 
eservoir.    The  daily  supply  to  Brixham  for  all  purposes,. 

,  icluding  the  shipping  &c,  would  probably  require  about 

•  80,000  gallons,  or  at  any  rate  it  Would  not  be  safe  to 
ilculate  upon  a  smaller  quantity.    The  formation  of  the 

•:  ecessary  works  call  for  no  particular  engineering  remarks,  as 
leir  construction  would  be  of  an  ordinary  character,  and 
le  general  features  of  the  ground  at  the  source  of  proposed . 
apply  are  favourable. 

:  The  establishment  of  baths  and  wash-houses  would  be  of. 
nmense  benefit  to  the  more  densely  populated  part  of  the  town, 
-''he  convenience  for  washing  within  the  houses  are  often  so 
;anty,  even  where  there  is  water,  that  a  public  establish- 
•:  lent  for  such  purposes  would  be  a  great  boon  to  the  poorer 
lhabitants.  Washing  dirty  clothes  in  a  confined  room,  in 
hich,  very  often,  there  are  beds,  is  a  practice  calculated  to . 
(jure  the 'health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  houses  from  the 
mount  of  damp  engendered,  to  say  nothing  of  the  domes- 
c  discomfort  of  the  practice.  Public  baths  would  also  be 
vast  service. 
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Recommendations. 


BnixnxM.     8rd.  An  improved  surface  paving  for  all  the  courts,  yard 
-   ■    and  alleys.    Competent  management  and  professional  ski 
could  construct  good  roads  and  pavements  of  the  materia 
now  in  use  at  Brixham  at  a  less  cost  than  the  bad  roads  am 
pavements  now  made  by  uninstructed  individuals. 

4th.  The  establishment  of  proper  soil-pans  and  wate 
closets  for  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  the  inhabitants* 

5th.  The  removal,  filling  up,  and  extinction  of  every  cef- 
pool  in  the  town. 

6th.  A  properly  arranged  system  for  the  removal  of  <• 
nuisances  on  the  surface,  and  in  or  about  the  houses  ;  t 
frequent  removal  of  all  fish  refuse  aud  other  offensive  mattt. 
from  the  harbour  and  quays ;  a  stringent  regulation  of  t: 
common  lodging-houses ;  and  the  drainage,  and  regul 
removal  of  filth  from  the  slaughter-houses. 

7th.  The  proper  fighting  of  the  streets  at  night. 

8th.  The  abolition  of  the  government  reservoir  which 
its  present  uncovered  state  is  a  great  nuisance  to  the  tow 
and  by  reason  of  the  impurities  it  receives  from  t: 
polluted  streams  which  supply  it,  its  contents  are  render: 
unfit  for  the  supply  of  the  inhabitants. 


Recommendations. — I  recommend  :  That  your  Honoi 
able  Board  will  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  a) 
will  allow  the  Public  Health  Act  1848,  (except  Secti; 
50  in  the  copies  of  that  Act  as  printed  by  Her  Majest:j 
printers,)  to  be  applied  to  the  parish  of  Brixham  in  < 
county  of  Devon,  within  the  limits  already  described,  a 
which  are  set  forth  on  the  general  map  accompanyii 
this  report. 

That  the  Local  Board  of  Health  to  be  elected  under  t 
said  Public  Health  Act,  consist  of  fifteen  persons. 

That  every  person  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  election] 
member  of  the  said  Local  Board,  and  so  long  as  he  sb 
continue  in  office  by  virtue  of  such  election,  be  resident, 
in  the  said  Public  Health  Act  is  required,  and  be  seit 
and  possessed  of  real  or  personal  estate,  or  both,  to  the  vai 
or  amount  of  not  less  than  400Z. ;  or  shall  be  so  residJ 
and  rated  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  upon, 
annual  value  of  not  less  than  15/. 

That  the  first  election  take  place  within  one  month  ai 
a  provisional  order  shall  have  been  obtained  for  the  apj 
cation  of  the  Act  to  that  part  of  the  parish  already  descril 
and  set  forth  in  the  general  map  accompanying  this  Repc 


Recommendations. 
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nd  that  the  annual  election  to  replace  the  retiring  mem-  Drixtiam. 

>ers  take  place  on  the  first  Monday  after  the  30th  of  June   

a  each  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Alfeed  L.  Dickens, 

Superinte  ruling  Inspector. 
Vie  (Several  Board  of  Health. 
§-c.       etc.  &c. 
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Brixham.  APPENDICES. 


APPENDIX  A. 

The  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Brixham,  prayin<*  for  a  J 
preliminary  inquiry  into  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  inhabitants, 
was  transmitted  to  the  General  Board  of  Health  on  the  2d  of  March  i 
1854.    It  was  returned  in  order  that  the  usual  certificate  might  J 
be  given  as  to  the  signatures  attached  to  it  being  those  of  persons 
rated  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  within  the  parish.    On  the  15th 
of  March  the  petition  was  again  sent  up  to  the  General  Boar<Li 
duly  certified  by  Mr.  Robert  Adams,  the  Assistant  Overseer. 

The  total  number  of  persons  rated  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  in 
Brixham  is  1,270.  The  number  of  rated  inhabitants  who  signec 
the  petition  was  135. 

This  number  being  considered  rather  small  (although  more  than 
one-tenth  of  the  whole  number  of  ratepayers)  it  was  suggestet 
by  the  General  Board  that  another  petition,  more  numerousl;.  a 
signed,  should  be  got  up.  On  which,  the  following  Letter  from  thi 
Rev.  J.  R.  Hogg,  Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  Briu 
ham,  was  forwarded  to  the  General  Board: — 

(Copy) 

SiRj  Brixham,  August  22$  1854. 

I  have  been  favoured  with  a  communication  from  the  office  ( 
the  General  Board  of  Health  of  the  17th  inst.,  suggesting  that 
fresh  petition  should  be  sent  from  this  place,  praying  for 
application  of  the  Public  Health  Act  on  account  of  the  number  < 
signatures,  to  the  one  already  presented,  being  so  few  in  proporti 
to  the  number  of  ratepayers.  Jtin 

In  my  communications  to  the  General  Board  I  have  acted  as  tl 
chairman  of  a  committee  appointed  as  herein-after  described  ;  aw  (i 
I  have  laid  before  that  committee  your  letter  of  the  17th  instani  k 
and  am  instructed  to  inform  your  Honourable  Board  of  the  part'  Hi 


cular  circumstances  relating  to  the  parish  of  Brixham  ;  and  aLl  eetii 
of  the  origin  and  history  of  the  petition  already  transmitted. 

Brixham  is  a  large  parish,  about  twenty  miles  in  circumferenc  i  .v 
and  without  any  local  authority  ;  it  comprises  two  districts,  o 
known  as  the  Quay,  containing,  about  4,500  inhabitants  ;  and  t 
other,  known  as  Upper  Brixham,  with  about  1,500.  The  signatui 
to  the  petition  are  principally  from  the  Quay  district,  where  ti 
evils  of  imperfect  sewerage  and  an  inadequate  supply  of  wat: 
are  most  severely  felt. 

There  appears  to  be  1,270  ratepayers  in  the  whole  parish  ;  1'  t 
a  great  many  of  those  are  very  poor  persons,  and  occupiers  i 
parts  of  houses,  and  others  who  from  their  occupation  as  saiM 
and  fishermen  are  seldom  at  home  ;  whilst  the  135  who  have  sign 
the  petition  are,  it  is  believed,  for  the  most  part  owners  as  well 
occupiers,  and  represent  one  half  of  the  house  property  of  I 
town. 


t 
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Origin  of  Petition. 


J  It  is  admitted  thftt  a  strong  fooling  existed  amongst  a  few  of  Bhixham. 

■o  inhabitants  against  the  adoption  of  the  Act,  from  the  fear   

■  its  being  ruinously  expensive  in  its  operation  ;  but  those 
ftrsons  admit  the  evils  complained  of,  and  propose  no  remedy, 
Jul  would  be  even  more  violently  opposed  to  the  obtaining  of  a 
leal  Act  than  they  are  to  the  adoption  of  the  Public  Health  Act  * 
fad  without  some  other  powers  than  we  have,  and  some  control 

pm  the  General  Board  of  Health,  or  some  other  independent 
lid  disinterested  body,  it  is  impossible  amidst  the  conflicting 
Bterests  of  the  parish  to  construct  a  sewer,  or  a  conduit,  however 
Acessary,  and  we  are  in  fact  in  a  much  worse  condition  than  a 
■wn  with  less  than  2,000  inhabitants,  who  can  avail  themselves 
a  the  powers  conferred  by  the  50th  section  of  the  Public  Health 

ct. 

The  origin  of  the  petition  presented  is  as  follows  : — in  the  year 
S49,  Brixham  was  one  of  the  towns  in  the  Totnes  Union,  which 
ffered  severely  from  cholera  ;  and  in  the  autumn  of  1853,  when 
e  cholera  had  broken  out  at  Newcastle,  the  medical  officer  of 
at  Union  for  the  Brixham  district  was  required  by  the  Board  of 
uardians  to  report  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town,  espe- 
aJly  with  reference  to  the  supply  of  water,  the  state  of  drainage, 
id  any  particular  nuisances  affecting  the  health  of  the  town. 
The  medical  officer,  in  his  report,  after  specifying  some  nuisances, 
;scribed  the  drainage  of  the  town  as  very  imperfect,  and  the 
pply  of  water  as  very  inadequate,  and  of  very  doubtful  quality  ; 
id  complained  of  the  Government  reservoir,*  from  whence  the 
incipal  supply  of  water  was  drawn,  as  a  cesspool  in  the  centre 

the  town,  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants.  Where- 
>on  the  Board  of  Guardians  appointed  a  special  committee  to 
spect  the  reservoir,  and  in  consequence  of  the  report  of  that 
mmittee,  the  Board  of  Admiralty  decided  on  destroying  the 
servoir. 

On  the  intention  of  the  Government  being  made  known  to  the 
habitants,  a  public  meeting  was  convened  for  the  purpose  of 
king  some  steps  for  supplying  the  town  with  water  ;  at  which 
eeting  a  committee  was  appointed  to  examine  the  provisions  of 
e  Public  Health  Act,  and  to  report  to  another  public  meeting. 
At  this  second  public  meeting,  after  hearing  the  report  of  the- 
mmittee,  a  resolution  was  passed,  without  opposition,  for  the' 
loption  of  the  Act,  and  another  committee  was  appointed  to 
aw  up  the  petition,  get  it  signed,  and  forwarded  ;  and  that  eoin- 
ittee,  having  obtained  all  the  information  in  their  power, 
iblishcd  it  in  the  accompanying  printed  report,  and,  having 
itained  more  signatures  than  the  number  required  by  the  Act, 
ive  forwarded  it. 

It  will  be  perceived,  therefore,  that  the  petition  has  not  been 
'ivately  got  up  ;  that  it  arose  out  of  the  emergency  of  the  cir- 
imstances  ;  that  it  emanated  from  a  public  meeting  which 
•oceeded  with  great  caution,  refusing  to  adopt  the  Act,  until  its 

*  The  impurity  of  the  water  in  this  reservoir  was  complained  of  to  the 
thontics  by  the  inhabitants  in  lb4'J,_A.L.D. 

[25.]  D 
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BnixiiAM.  provisions  had  been  examined  by  a  committee  specially  appointed 

  and  the  second  committee,  although  they  were  fully  authorized  U 

obtain  the  signatures,  and  forward  the  petition,  immediately  re> 
framed  from  doing  so,  until  they  had  obtained  all  the  informatioi 
in  their  power,  and  published  it  in  a  report. 

I  am  further  directed  by  the  committee  to  state,  that  if  unhapi 
pily  this  town  should  be  again  visited  with  cholera,  which  is  nov 
apprehended,  it  would  find  us  in  as  bad  or  a  worse  position  tha 
Ave  were  in  1849  ;  the  sewers  have  not  been  at  all  improved,  am 
the  supply  of  water  is  even  worse, — water  being  at  the  presen 
time  taken  in  carts  about  the  streets,  and  sold  to  the  inhabitants - 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  committee  express  great  disapj 
pointment  that  the  superintending  inspector  has  not  alread 
proceeded  with  the  inquiry,  as  they  were  led  to  expect  would  1 
the  case  by  your  letter  of  the  2d  June  ;  and  they  are  convince 
that,  on  the  inquiry,  all  the  facts  stated  herein  will  be  fully  bon 
out  ;  and  they  therefore  now  hope  your  Honourable  Board  wi 
proceed  with  the  inquiry  as  therein  promised  without  furth 
delay.  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)      J.  R.  Hog.; 

To  T.  Taylor,  Esq.,  &c.  &c 

In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  the  above  lettci 
the  ordinary  notices  were  given  of  the  visit  of  the  superintendii 
inspector  to  the  town  of  Brixham,  and  the  18th  day  of  Sep  tenth' 
was  fixed  for  the  inquiry. 
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APPENDIX  B. 

Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Totnes  Union.* 

Brixham,  Sept.  24,  1853 

Gentlemen, 

In  reply  to  yours  of  the  20th,  calling  my  attention 
the  sanitary  state  of  this  district,  I  have  since  its  receipt  examim  ^ 
the  different  parts  of  this  town,  in  especial  reference  to  the  varic  j\ 
causes  of  disease,  viz.  :  nuisances,  purity  and  sufficiency  of  sup}: 
of  water,  and  drainage.    I  return  the  three  forms  forwarded  r  l 
with  as  many  of  the  nuisances  reported. 

1.  The  Queen's  Reservoir,  generating  a  mass  of  damp  vapo 
often  mephitic,  from  the  water  being  stagnant  ;  the  stream  si 
plying  it  not  being  kept  running  in  May  or  June. 

2.  Adjoining  this,  and  made  worse  by  the  preceding,  a  liqj 
manure  tank,  always  objectionable,  and  particularly  offensive 
the  periods  of  emptying. 

The  cholera  and  diarrhoea,  in  1849,  were  worse  immediat 
contiguous  to  these  two  nuisances  than  in  any  other  part  of 
town. 

3.  A  collection  of  black  mud  between  the  eastern  and  west 
quays  offensive  at  all  times  of  low  water,  and  especially  noxi 


*  Referred  to  in  Mr.  Hogg's  Letter  to  the  General  Board  of  Health. 
Au«ust  2J,  1854. 
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tfk  summer.    Thero  aro  also  various  other  smaller  nuisances  Brixham. 

Allien  tho  Sanitary  Committee  are  actively  engaged  in  removing.   

M  Water.  Tho  upper  part  of  the  town  is  well  supplied  from 
Jaywell  town  shoot,  &c  Lower  Brixhani  is  very  badly  supplied 
Mom, — 1st.  town  pump,  often  broken  into  by  neighbouring  drains, 
lid  thereby  rendered  impure.  2dly.  By  two  taps  from  the  Govern- 
Ment  reservoir,  which  reservoir  is  often  stagnant  and  offensive  ; 

lis,  with  private  tanks,  constitutes  the  supply  of  more  than 

000  persons. 

Drainage.  In  this  the  town  is  lamentably  deficient  ;  there  is 
:arce  one  efficient  public  sewer.  Many  of  those  constructed  by 
ie  parish  authorities  are  nuisances.  Leaking  gutters,  without 
rphon  or  stink  traps.  There  are  no  tile  or  brick  drains.  Tho 
ream,  running  through  the  centre  of  the  town,  would,  if  arched 
rev,  make  a  convenient  outlet  for  all  the  sewers  ;  many  of  which 
aw  end  in  cess  pits,  and  require  frequent  emptyings. 

I  remain,  &c, 

J.  H.  Brooking, 
Medical  Officer  for  Brixham  and 
Churston. 

b  the  Board  of  Guardians,  Totnes  Union. 


APPENDIX  C. 

eport  of  the  Committee  appointed  at  a  Public  Meeting  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  Brixham,  called  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
adopting  The  Public  Health  Act.* 

The  Committee  were  appointed  to  take  steps  for  obtaining  the 
ecessary  number  of  signatures  to  a  petition  to  the  General 
oard  of  Health,  praying  for  the  application  of  the  Public 
health  Act  to  Brixham. 

They  have  received  information  that  the  rate  of  mortality  in 
rixham  exceeds  23  in  1,000  ;  but  they  consider  it  desirable  that 
ie  Act  should  be  applied  through  petition  rather  than  through 
)mpulsion. 

They  have  also  been  engaged  in  collecting  information  as  to 
ie  working  of  the  Public  Health  Act  in  towns  that  have 
lopted  it,  and  have  obtained  from  Plymouth  a  copy  of  a  Report 
'  a  similar  Committee,  embodying  a  correspondence  from 
t.  Thomas's,  Exeter,  Rugby,  Barnard  Castle,  Tottenham,  Laun- 
33ton,  Dover,  Leamington,  Derby,  Wolverhampton,  Southampton, 
figan,  Gateshead,  York,  Woolwich,  Salisbury,  and  Penrith — 
-.1 5  towns — all  of  which  speak  favourably  of  the  Act  and  its 
aerations,  and  very  highly  indeed  of  the  General  Board  of 
ealth,  and  of  the  advantages  of  their  supervision. 

They  have  also  obtained  an  official  return,  made  out  by  order 
^the  House  of  Commons  to  March  1853,  and  printed  by  order 
f  that  house,  from  which  it  appears, — 

That  227  towns  have  petitioned  for  tho  Act,  and  to  28  towns 

*  Referred  to  in  Mr.  Hogg's  Letter  to  the  General  Board  of  Ileal!]),  dated 
ngnst  22nd.  1K54. 

[25.]  D2 
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Report  of  Sanitao^y  Committee. 


BnixnAM.  the  Act  has  been  applied  on  account  of  the  mortality  exceedin 

  23  in  1,000  :  total,  255  towns.    To  81  of  these,  the  Act  has  bee 

applied  by  Provisional  Order,  and  to  67  by  Order  in  Council.  T 
the  remaining  107,  the  application  of  the  Act  is,  for  the  presen 
suspended,  or  not  yet  applied,  the  inquiry  not  having  bee 
completed. 

The  average  expense  of  obtaining  the  Act,  by  Provision. 
Order  for  81  towns,  is  136/.  Is.  2d.,  and  by  Order  in  Council  f< 
67  towns  is  88/.  2s.  These  sums  include  all  expense  of  pr- 
liminary  inquiry,  and  of  printing  and  publishing  reports  at 
statements. 

The  Committee  do  not  anticipate  that  the  expense  of  applyir 
the  Act  to  Brixham  will  amount  to  as  much  as  the  average  oftl  fcv 
81  towns,  viz.,  136/.  Is.  2d.    They  do  not  think  it  will  excee 
but  rather  fall  short  of,  the  cost  at  Torquay,  viz.,  105/.  8s.  lid. 

"When  this  amount  is  compared  with  the  expense  of  obtainir 
a  Private  Improvement  Act,  it  appears  a  mere  trifle ;  for  tl 
return   above  mentioned  states   that  the  average  expense 
obtaining  eight  Acts  of  Parliament  for  private  improvement 
towns,  including  parliamentary  fees  (440/.  15s.  3d.  in  each  case 
was  1,627/.  12s.  5d.,  and  that  the  average  expense  of  an  unoppos* 
Act  of  Parliament  may  be  estimated  at  600/. 

The  money  expended  under  the  Public  Health  Act  in  tl 
various  towns  varies  very  much,  as  must  be  expected,  since  tl 
expenditure  depends  upon  the  size  of  the  town,  the  works  r 
quired,  and  the  facilities  for  doing  them,  as  well  as  on  the  di 
position  of  the  Local  Boards  to  be  extravagant  or  otherwise 

The  Committee  see  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  expen 
of  the  necessary  working  of  the  Act  in  Brixham  will  be 
great  as  in  many  other  places  ;  very  great  facilities  being  affordi 
by  the  locality  for  effecting  every  requisite  improvement,  boo 
for  drainage  and  the  supply  of  water. 

By  the  return  alluded  to,  it  appears  that  (whatever  oppositi 
had  been  previously  offered),  when  the  Act  has  been  applied  tco  1 
town,  the  private  improvements  are,  in  most  cases,  done  volu 
tarily,  as  only  1  in  587  has  been  effected  by  compulsion. 

From  Parliamentary  Returns  relating  to  Public  Health  Ac 


in 

'd 
» 

as 

V 


n 


Average  expense  of  private 
improvement  works,  of 
house  drainage  and  water 
supply, — i.e.,  the  house 
service -pipe,  filling  up 
cesspool,  the  substitution 
of  a  water-closet  appa- 
ratus, fitting  sink,  &c.  _ 


Average 
Total  Cost 
per  House. 


s. 


d. 


3  15  7 


Annual 
Charge  per 
House. 


£    s.  d. 


0 


4  101 


I 
■if; 
' 

1 

Weekly 
Charge  pi  ^ 
House. 


£   s.  < 


0  0 


ft 


Report  of  Sanitary  Committee. 
From  Parliamentary  Return^  &c — continued. 
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Brixiiam. 


Lverage  expense  of  the  works  for  the 
constant   supply  of  water, — i.e.,  of 
main  apparatus,  as  distinguished  from  \ 
the  expense  of  any  private  improve- 
l  ment  work.-;. 
Lverage  expense  of  drainage  of  towns,  i 

■i.e.,  the  public  or  main  drainage,  as 
distinguished   from   house  drainage  > 
works,  executed  as  above  by  private 
-  improvement  rates.  J 
'otal  average  cost  of  combined  public 
works  of  water  supply  and  drainage. 
» average  total  cost  of  private  as  well  "| 
]>  a3  combined  public  works  of  drainage  \ 
and  water  supply  under  the  Public  f 
i  Health  Act.  J 


Average  Cost 
per  House 
per  Annum. 


} 


£   s.  d. 


0    5  If 


0    6  6 


0  11  0*- 


0  15  lOf 


Average  Cost 
per  House 
per  Week. 


£    s.  d. 


0    0  11 


0    0  1£ 


0    0  2§ 


0    0  3£ 


Hd. 

3d. 


6U. 


iverage  rate  of  expense  in  the  pound  for — 
Works  of  water  supply  (public)  solely 
"Works  of  drainage  (public)  solely  -  - 
'otal  rate  per  pound  for  combined  works  of  water  supply 
and  drainage  (public)  - 
The  above  averages  are  made  up  from  such  returns  as  have 
een  received  from  Local  Boards  ;  but  from  several,  where  works 
re  in  progress,  or  near  completion,  returns  have  not  been  made 
p  or  sent  in,  or  they  have  been  sent  without  any  accompanying 
j  gturns  of  the  rateable  value  of  the  property. 

The  documents  on  which  this  report  is  grounded  are  open  for 
ispection  to  any  ratepayer  desirous  of  examining  them,  on  appli- 
ation  to  Mr.  William  Galley. 
The  Committee  have  not  hitherto  had  the  petition  carried  from 
ouse  to  house  ;  but  having  now  obtained  the  information  con- 
fined in  this  report,  they  intend  doing  so  forthwith. 

Signed,  by  direction  of  the  Committee, 

J.  R.  Hogg,  Chairman. 

This  report  was  printed  and  largely  circulated  amongst  tho 
atepayers. 

APPENDIX  T>. 
The  following  are  the  balance  sheets  of  the  Commissioners  for 
mproving  the  Harbour  and  Market  of  Brixham,  pursuant  to  Act 
f  Parliament,  from  the  29th  September  1848  to  29th  September 
853. 
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Market  Accounts. 


General  Statement  of  Accounts  or  Balance  Sheets  of  Receipts  and  ] 
bursements  of  the  Commissioners  for  improving  the  Harbour  and  Mai 
of  Brixham,  pursuant  to  Act  of  Parliament,  1st  Victoria,  cap.  75. 

From  29th  September  1848  to  29th  September  1849. 


RECEIPTS. 
1818-9.  £    i.  d. 

One  year's  tolls  .  770  0  0 

Cash  for    scapings  of 

quays    .  .  4  11  4 

Tolls,  shute       .  .270 

Cash  of  creditors,  de- 
ducting income  tax    -    6  10  2 

Balance  received  from 
clerk    .      .      .     .    3  3  41 

Ditto  received  from 
chairman  of  harbour 
committee        .      .   14  8  4 


801  0 

Balance  due  to  treasurer 
on  harbour  account  •  330  17 


2* 


HARBOUR  ACCOUNT. 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

1848-9.  £ 
Balance  due  treasurer  on  former  account    •       .  .202 

Paid  expenses,  repairs  of  quays,  &c  230 

Ditto  lighting  harbour.      .         .         .         .  .28, 

Ditto  pier  proportion  of  treasurer's  salary  .  .  8 
Ditto  1  year's  interest  on  £4,270  new  debt,  to  the  25th 

March  1849  .  .         .         .         .  .106 

Ditto  1  year's  interest  on  £100,  old  debt      .  3 
Ditto  year's  salary  to  harbour  master   .      ,      .  .30 
Ditto  pier  proportion  of  clerk's  salary     .       .       .  .10 

Ditto  pier  proportion  of  sundry  expenses  .  .  .28 
Ditto  naif-year's  interest  on  £4,270,  new  debt,  up  to  29th 

September  1849     .         .         .         .         .         .  106 

Ditto  ditto  on  £160,  old  debt,  ditto  .         .        .  3  ; 

Ditto  income  tax        .         .        .         .  9  • 

Cash  in  hand  of  harbour  committee        .         .  4 1 

Paid  wages  and  tradesmen's  bills  (Victoria  Pier)  .  .  246 : 
Cash  in  hand  of  harbour  committee,  of  sums  granted 

for  Viotoria  Pier     .         .         .         .       .         .   53 '. 


£1,137  17  111 


£1.137 


MARKET  ACCOUNT. 


RECEIPTS. 
1848-9.  £  s.  d. 

Cash  in  hand  of  trea- 
surer  .         .         .758  13  71 

Cash  from  chairman  of 
market  committee    .     1  4  91 

One  year's  tolls  .        .  132  0  0 

Ditto  of  weighing  tolls       18  6 

Ditto  of  creditors,  de- 
ducted income  tax     .     1  14  4 


£895  1  3 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

1848-9. 

Paid  expenses  of  repairs,  lighting,  &c.  ... 
Ditto,  half-year's  interest  on  £1,262,  new  debt,  to  25th 

March  1849  ...... 

Market  proportion  of  sundry  expenses 
Market  proportion  of  clerk's  salary  . 
Tear's  salary  to  clerk  of  the  market 
Half-year's  interest  on  £1,262,  new  debt,  to  29th  Sep 

temberl849         .  . 
Income  Tax  ...... 

Market  proportion  of  treasurer's  salary  . 
Cash  in  hand  of  market  committee 


£ 


.",1 
1 

4 
I 

3 


-• 

:. 

I 

h 
hi 

it! 

<•' 


Balance  in  treasurer's  hand  in  favour  of  market 
account  .  .  . 
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GROSS  STATEMENT  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


RECEIPTS. 

1848-9.  £  *•  d. 

Total  receipts  of  the  pier  801  0  21 
Total  receipts   of  the 

market      .      .      .  895  1  3 


£1,696  1  5\ 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

1849-9. 

Total  disbursements  of  the  pier  . 
Total  disbursements  of  the  market 
Balance  in  hand  of  treasurer  on  general  estate 
Balance  in  hand  of  clerk 


7 

£89 


£ 
l.K 

11 

4: 


£1,6; 

R.  "W.  WOLSTON,  C 

Brixham,  Novombcr  21, 1849. 
The  above  Statement  of  Accounts  was  this  day  compared  with  the  Vouchers,  and  allowed*, 

approved  by  us, 

Edward  Vittekt,  Treasurer, 
Peter  Varwell, 

AV.  MUKCH, 

"William  Dart,         >  Commissi* 
Henry  J.  Duqdall, 
STErnEsr  Lakbman. 


Market  Accounts. 
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ounta  of  Brixhara  Harbour  Commissioners — cont. 

From  29th  September  1849  to  29th  September  1850. 


RECEIPTS. 

)-50. 

£  8. 

d. 

'  .1-    3    L  ■  "  .  L  ■        .  . 

703  0 

o 

ys.    .        .  . 

S  6 

4 

shute  .      .  . 

1  14 

0 

of  creditors,  de- 

ting  income  tiix  . 

6  7 

9 

received  from 

irman  of  harbour 

unittee 

4  IS 

6i 

Victoria  Pier 

53  12 

6 

772  14 

l\ 

cc  duo  to  treasurer 

larbour  account  - 

2S5  11 

55 

£1,058  5  7 


HARBOUR  ACCOUNT. 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

18*9-30. 

Balance  due  to  treasurer  on  former  account 
Paid  expenses,  repairs  of  quays,  &c.  . 
Ditto  lighting  harbour  .... 
Dit  to  pier  proportion  of  treasurer's  salary 
Ditto  half-year's  intortst  on  £1,270,  new  debt, 

25th  March  1850  ... 
Ditto  half-year's  interest  on  £160,  old  debt 
Ditto  year's  salary  to  harbour  master  . 
Ditto  pier  proportion  of  clerk's  salary       .  , 
Ditto  pier  proportion  of  sundry  expenses  . 
Allowed  Mr.  Fogwell  in  defenco  of  tolls 
Ditto  half-year  s  interest  on  £4,270,  now  debt, 

29th  September  1850         .         .  . 
Ditto  on  £160,  old  debt  .... 
Ditto  income  tax  .... 
Cash  in  hand  of  harbour  committee 
Paid  wages,  and  tradesmen's  bills  (Victoria  Pier) 


£ 

d. 

336  17 

1) 

258  2 

7i 

28  0 

o 

8  8 

ii 

the 

106  15 

0 

3  12 

0 

30  0 

0 

16  16 

9 

24  16 

9 

4  0 

0 

i  to 

106  15 

0 

3  12 

0 

9  0 

4 

11  8 

3 

110  0 

9 

£1,058  5 

7 

MARKET  ACCOUNT. 


RECEIPTS. 
■50.  £  i.  d. 

in  hand  of  trea- 
jr       .        .       .  776  12  3 
Trom  chairman  of 
ket  committee     .     6  3  101 
ar's  tolls    .       .  132  0  0 
of  creditors,  de- 
ling income  tax   •    1  16  9 


:■ 


£916  12  104 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

1849-50. 

Paid  expenses  of  repairs,  lighting,  plans  of  market,  Ac 
Engineering  expenses  .... 
Half-year's  interest  on  £1,262,  new  debt,  to  25th  March 

1850   

Law  expenses  ...... 

Market  proportion  of  sundry  expenses  . 
Market  proportion  of  clerk's  salary 
Year's  salary  to  clerk  of  the  market 
Half-year's  interest  on  £1,262,  new  debt,  to  29th  Sen 

tember  1850  ... 
Income  tax  . 

Market  proportion  of  treasurer's  salary  . 
Cash  in  hand  of  market  committee  .  . 


£  s. 

d. 

48  14 

5 

B  5 

0 

31  11 

0 

3  8 

8 

4  13 

S 

3  3 

3 

8  0 

0 

31  11 

0 

1  13 

10 

1  11 

7* 

2  9 

51 

Balance  in  treasurer's  hand  in  favour  of  marKet        1  ° 
account   774  11  41 


RECEIPTS. 
50-  £    s.  d. 

eceipts  of  the  pier  772  14  1$ 
receipts  of  the 
:et  .       .  916  12  10* 


GROSS  STATEMENT  EOR  THE  YEAR. 

DISBURSEMENTS 


£1,689  7  0 
duo  to  clerk  .      0  7  0 


£1,689  14  0 


1819-50. 

Total  disbursements  of  the  pier 

Total  disbursements  of  the  market 

Balance  in  hand  of  treasurer  on  genoral  estate 


£916  12  101 


£  s.  d. 

.  1,058  5  7 
.  142  1  6 
.    489   6  11 

£1,689  14  0 


R.  W.  WOLSTON.  Clerk. 

lam ,  November  26, 1850. 

'he  above  Statement  of  Accounts  was  this  day  compared  with  the  Vouchers,  approved,  and 

allowed  by  us, 

Edward  Vittery,  Treasurer. 
C.  Bowden,  1 
Nictt.  Browse, 


Peter  Vaewell, 
Bartlbtt  Browse, 
"William  Calley, 


Commissioners. 


J 
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Market  Accounts. 


Accounts  of  Brixham  Harbour  Commissioners— cont. 

From  29th  September  1850  to  29th  September  1851. 


RECEIPTS. 
1850-1.  .  * 

One  year's  tolls  .  .  742 
Cash  for  scrapings  of 


quays 

Tolls,  shute  .  .  • 
Cash  of  creditors,  de- 
ducting income  tax, 
14  years  ■.  • 
Ditto  received  from 
chairman  of  harbour 
committee 


9  13  84 


11  8  3 


Balance  due  to  treasurer 
on  harbour  aocount  . 


'69  11 
45  19 


0i 
8% 


HAEBOER  ACCOUNT. 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

1850-1.  „  . 

Balance  due  to  treasurer  on  former  account 
Paid  expenses,  repairs  of  quays,  &c.  . 
Ditto  lighting  harbour         .         •         •  • 
Ditto  pier  proportion  of  treasurer's  salary,  baiT-yea' 
Ditto  half-year's  interest  on  £4,270,  new  debt,  to  the 

25th  March  1851    .         •         •  AJU 
Ditto  half-year's  interest  on  £160,  old  debt 
Ditto  year's  salary  to  harbour  master 
Ditto  pier  proportion  of  clerk  s  salary  . 
Ditto  mer  proportion  of  sundry  expenses      .  . 
Ditto  half-year's  interest  on  £4,270,  new  debt,  up 

29th  September  1851         .         .        •  • 
Ditto  on  £160,  old  debt  . 

Ditto  income  tax        .  - 

Dash  in  hand  of  harbour  committee  .      .  ■ 
I  Paid  wages,  tradesmen's  bills,  making,  cutting,  &c 
Victoria  Pier  .         .  •  ■ 

Bv  cash,  lords  of  the  manor,  for  materials  . 

Cash  in  hand  of  Victoria  Pier  Committee  . 


£845  10  9 


RECEIPTS. 

1850-1.  „  , 

Cash  in  hand  of  trea- 
surer     ...  • 
Cash  from  chairman  ot 

market  committe 
One  year's  tolls     .  • 
Ditto  of  creditors,  de- 
ducting income  tax, 
half-year 


£  s. 

774  11 

2  9 
141  0 


d. 

4* 

54 
0 


2  15  64 


£920  16  44 


MAEKET  ACCOUNT. 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

S^^S^S^^Io^U 

March  1851  .  , 

Market  proportion  of  sundry  expenses 
Market  proportion  of  clerk  s  salary 

l^SA^oV&^  debi,  to  29ih  Sep 
tember  1851       .  • 

Market  proportion  of  treasurer's ;  salary,  half-year 
Cash  in  hand  of  market  committee 

Balance  in  treasurer's  hand  in  favour  of  market  accoui: 


GEOSS  STATEMENT  FOR  THE  YEAE. 

t-ytci-tjtt-D  C"n>"M"T?"M' 


RECEIPTS.   £  s  d 
To^aTreceiptsof  thepier  769  li  04 
th!^16j4 


£1,690   7  5 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

TotalVi'sbursements  of  the  pier  . 

Total  disbursements  of  the  market  ■ 

Balance  in  hand  of  treasurer  on  general  estate 


R.  W:  WOLSTC 

^S^S^^^^ this  day  compared  witl1  the  Vouchcrs' appro" 

allowed  by  us, 

Thomas  Lakeman,  Treasv 
"William  Calley,  ] 
Nichs.  Browse,        I  _ 
William  Daet,        >  tom.~| 
James  Clarke, 
E.  Maxwell  Lytb,  J 


Market  Accounts. 
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its  of  Brixliam  Harbour  Commissioners— cont. 

From  29th  September  185  Wo  29th  September  1852. 
HARBOUR  ACCOUNT. 


RECEIPTS. 

's  tolls  . 

r  scraping  of 

tax,  one  year 
i  by  creditors 
Mated  from 
an  of  harbour 
ittee 

waived  from 
an  of  break- 
ommittee 
Mr.  Kingston 
c  of  harbour 

due  to  chair- 
harbour  com- 


£ 

». 

d. 

732 

0 

0 

4 

1 

6 

C 

10 

7 

C  16  8 
46  7  4- 
4  10  0 


RECEIPTS. 

Jhand  of  trea- 

a  chairman  of 
committee  . 
s  tolls  . 
>|ax,  one  year, 
by  creditors 


due  to  trea- 
on  harbour 


801  17  2 


364  8  9 


£1,166  5  11 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

1851-2. 

Balance  due  to  treasurer  on  former  account . 
Paid  expenses,  repairs  of  quays 
Ditto  lighting  harbour       .      .  ... 
Ditto  half-year's  interest  on  £4,270,  new  debt,  to 

25th  March  1852        .  .... 
Ditto  half-year's  interest  on  £160,  old  debt 
Ditto  year's  salary  to  harbour  master 
Ditto  pier  proportion  of  clerk's  salary 
Ditto  pier  proportion  of  sundry  expenses 
Ditto  lialf-vear's  interest  on  £4,270,  new  debt,  up  to 

29th  September  1852       .         .  .  . 

Ditto  hall-year's  interest  on  £160,  old  debt 

Ditto  income  tax  

Paid  wages,  tradesmen's  bills,  making,  cutting,  &c 

Victoria  Pier  

Cash  in  hand  of  Victoria  Pier  Committee 
Paid  engineering  expenses  .... 
Ditto  cost  of  erecting  iron  roof  to  fish-market  . 
Ditto  representatives  of  Mrs.  Chancellor,  principal,  old 

debt       .  .  


£.  *. 

45  19 
131  18 
28  0 


1015  15  0 

3  12  0 

30   0  0 

16   0  0 

13  13  5 


106  15  0 
3  12  0 
8  19  10 


416  0 

50  0 

12  0 

170  0 


20   0  0 


£1,166  5  11 


MARKET  ACCOUNT. 


£  s.  d. 

816  3  24 

1  11  2 

151   0  0 

1  17  2 


£970  11  64 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

1851-2. 

Paid  expanses  of  repairs,  lighting,  &c. 

Half-year's  interest  on  £1,262,  new  debt,  to  25th  March 

1852   

Market  proportion  of  sundry  expenses 
Market  proportion  of  clerk's  salary 
Tear's  salary  to  clerk  of  the  market 
Half-year's  interest  on  £1,262,  new  debt,  to  29th  Sep 

tember  1852  

Income  tax  ....  . 
Cash  in  hand  of  market  committee 


Balance  in  treasurer's  hands  in  favour  of  market 
account         .  .... 


£  s. 

d. 

24  10 

04 

31  11 

0 

3  8 

4 

4  0 

0 

8  0 

0 

31  11 

0 

1  14 

3 

7  1 

li 

111  15 

9 

858  15 

9*. 

£970  11 

64 

RECEIPTS, 
eipts  of  the 
:eipts  of  the 
Sue  to  clerk  . 


GROSS  STATEMENT  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

DISBURSEMENTS 


£  t.  d. 

801  17  2 

970  11  64 

1  19  9 


£1,774  8  54 


1851-2. 

Total  disbursements  of  the  pier 

Total  disbursements  of  the  market 

Balance  in  hand  of  treasurer  on  general  estate 


£  d. 
1,166  5  11 
.    Ill  15  9 
.    496   6  94 


£1,774  8  54 
R.  W.  WOLSTON,  Clerk. 
I),  November  30, 1852. 

above  Statement  of  Accounts  was  this  day  compared  with  the  Vouchers,  approved,  and 

allowed  by  us, 

TnoMAS  Lakeman,  Treasurer. 

ClTARLES  BiiOOKlNG,  1 

"Wm.  Blake, 

Peter  Varweix,      S-  Commissioners. 

Edward  Fox, 

Tuob.  Smajlt,  J 

[25.]  e 
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Market  Accounts. 


Accounts  of  Brixham  Harbour  Commissioners— conl. 

From  29th  September  1852  to  29th  September  1853. 
HARBOUR  ACCOUNT. 


: 


£ 
682 


RECEIPTS. 

1852-3. 
One  vcar's  tolls  .  . 
Cash  for  scraping  of 
quays 

Income  tax,  one  year, 
allowed  by  creditors 

Cash  received  from 
chairman  of  break- 
water committee  . 

Ditto  of  Mr.  Kingston, 
for  cotton  and  other 
dues      .  • 

Ditto  tolls  of  shute     .  _ 

754  17  4 

Balance  due  to  trea- 
surer on  harbour 
account         •        •    570  3  ^ 


5  7  4 

6  10  0 


50  0  0 


7  1 
3  19 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Bafance  due  to  treasurer  on  former  account  . 
Paid  expenses,  repairs  of  quays  . 

SSS  WtiSSS  £4,270,  new  debt,  to  29th  Sep- 

Ditto  year'f  interest  on  £160,  old  debt       .  . 
Ditto  year's  salary  to  J  . 

Tiitt-n  rlior  nronortion  of  clerk  s  salary 
Ditto  pier  proportion  of  sundry  expenses     .  • 

gSfto~  "tradesmen's  bills,  •  making,  cutting.  &c 

Jh  inbanfof  Victoria  Pier  committee  • 
Ditto  in  hand  of  harbour  committee  . 


£1,325   0  4i 


£1, 


RECEIPTS. 

1852*3 
Cash"in  hand  of  trea- 

DHtof rom  chairman  of 
market  committee  . 

One  year's  tolls  . 

Income  tax,  one  year, 
allowed  by  creditors 


MARKET  ACCOUNT. 

DISBURSEMENTS. 


£  s.  d. 

85S  19  104 

7  11* 
146  0  0 

1  17  4 


D»^»  -  S debt,  to'  29th  Sep- 

CashTnTand  of  market  committee       .       •  j 

Balance  in  treasurer's  hand  in  favour  of  market* 
account 


£1,013  18  4 


GROSS  STATEMENT  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


RECEIPTS.        g  d_ 

1852-3.    .  .h 

Total  receipts  of  tno  ^  ^  ^ 

Total"  receipts  of  the101318  4 
market        •        '  ' 


£1,768  15  8 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

To\al2disbnrsements  of  thepier  •  • 
Total  disbursements  of  the  mara-ei, 

Balance  in  hand  of  treasurer  on  general  estate 


R  W .  WOLSTO 


Brixham,  November  23, 1853.  „om„ared  with  the  Vouchers,  appro 

The  above  Statement  of  Accounts  was 

allowed  by  us, 

Thomas  LAKEMAW.  Troai.: 
James  Beer,  1 

r.  N.  Smith. 

John  Undebhat,  j 


Memorial  to  Harbour  Commissioners. 
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APPENDIX  E. 

opy  of  a  Memorial  presented  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Harbour  and  Market  Estate  of  Brixham. 

he  Memorial  of  the  Medical  Men,  Ship  Owners,  and  others,  In- 
habitants of  the  Parish  of  Brixham,  to  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Harbour  and  Market  Estate  of  Brixham,  in  the  County  of 
Devon. 

ENTLEMEX, 

We,  your  memorialists,  being  deeply  impressed  with  the 
iportance  of  carrying  out  the  Breakwater,  but  finding  with  your 
ist  energies  that  you  have  succeeded  in  giving  great  shelter  to 
te  present  harbour,  and  caused  the  same  to  be  much  more  still, 
le  consequence  of  which  is  a  greater  accumulation  of  filth  ;  and 
eling  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  cleanliness  at  all  times,  as 
scessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  health,  but  more  especially  at  this 
loment,  when  we  find  our  country  again  visited  by  that  dreadful 
lidemic — the  cholera ;  we  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  very 
reat  nuisance  inside  the  old  Eastern  Quay,  and  to  the  great 
nprovement  which  might  be  made  (in  addition  to  destroying  the 
uisance  most  completely),  by  taking  down  and  removing  the  old 
lastern  Quay,  and  straightening  the  quay  from  the  Western  Pier 
)  the  Ballast  Wharf.  Although-  your  memorialists  know  it  will, 
1  some  measure,  retard  the  progress  of  the  Breakwater,  at  the 
ime  time  we  feel  convinced  this  great  nuisance,  so  injurious  to 
le  health  of  the  inhabitants,  calls  for  your  immediate  attention. 
(Signed)       Charles  Brooking  (and  66  others). 


LONDON : 
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